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Zoning Board of Appeals 
AGENDA 

Monday, December 22, 2025 - 6:30 PM 

Regular Meeting 
Agawam Senior Center 

954 Main Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 

 

A. Zoning Board of Appeals 

 1) Case#2040-207 Main Street-Chris Auto South-Special Permit 

 2) Case#2041-729 Silver Street-Pickett-Special Permit 

 3) Approval of Minutes-December 8, 2025 

 4) Dicussion-395 Main Street-GPM Investments 

 5) Any other matter that may legally come before the Zoning Board of Appeals 
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              Town of Agawam 

                          Building Department 

                                    1000 Suffield Street, Agawam, Massachusetts 01001 
                                    Telephone - (413) 821-0632 

 
 
 
 
 
 
November 26, 2025 
 
 
To: Office of Planning and Community Development: 
 
 
Re: Zoning Board of Appeals – Case #2040- Special Permit Comments for 207 Main Street Agawam, 
MA 01001; 
 
 

The Building Department has no specific zoning issues or concerns at this time for the special 
permit request for the increased auto sales vehicle storage to thirty-one (31) for the property referenced 
above.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 

Kevin Duquette 
Kevin Duquette 
Inspector of Buildings 
Town of Agawam 
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Book LC35360, Page 1
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MCLEAN REALTY CO
Book LC15116, Page 1

Parcel K14-3-3
AGAWAM FUNERAL HOME INC

Book 19830, Page 365

Parcel K14-3-1
EPC HAMMES LLC

Book 23019, PAGE 306
Parcel K14-2-8
HP HOOD LLC

Book 13330, Page 509
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              Town of Agawam 

                          Building Department 

                                    1000 Suffield Street, Agawam, Massachusetts 01001 
                                    Telephone - (413) 821-0632 

 
 
 
 
 
 
November 26, 2025 
 
 
To: Office of Planning and Community Development: 
 
 
Re: Zoning Board of Appeals – Case #2041- Special Permit Comments for 729 Silver Street Agawam, 
MA 01001; 
 
 

The Building Department has no specific zoning issues or concerns for the special permit request 
for the keeping of hens for the property referenced above.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Kevin Duquette 
Kevin Duquette 
Inspector of Buildings 
Town of Agawam 
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BOARD OF APPEALS PUBLIC MEETING December 8, 2025 

The following members attended the public meeting: 

 

Doreen Prouty-Chair 

Richard Maggi-Vice Chair 

Vinny Ronghi-Alternate 

Viktor Savonin-Acting Clerk 

Stefanie Kesecker-Administrative Assistant 

 

Member Absent 

Aldo Mancini-Clerk 

 

Chair Prouty open the meeting at 6:30pm and introduced the members of the Board. 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Maggi and seconded by Mr. Ronghi to take the agenda items out of 

order.  All in favor. 

 

 D.  Approval of Minutes-November 10, 2025 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Ronghi and seconded by Mr. Maggi to approve the November 10, 2025 

as written.  All in favor. 

 

 

A. Case#2039-18 Springfield Street-Variance-P2SP Corp. 

 

Rob. Levesque with R. Levesque Associates and the petitioner Vasant Shah were present for this 

agenda item.  Mr. Levesque stated that this plan has received Site Plan approval from the 

Planning Board as well as an Order of Conditions from the Conservation Commission, and has 

satisfied Engineering comments that focus on parking and the dumpster area. 

Mr. Levesque stated parking has been revised and the dumpster was relocated to satisfy 

Engineering concerns.   

Chair Prouty stated along with Site Plan approval and Conservation Commissions approval that 

the Building Inspector also did not raise any issues or concerns. 

Chair Prouty asked if this would remain a gas station and what is the purpose of the addition.  

Mr. Levesque stated it would remain a gas station and the addition is for a walk in cooler and 

more storage/shelf space within the business.   

Mr. Savonin asked what relief the Variance would allow. Mr. Levesque stated dimensional relief.  

Chair Prouty stated this building was built in 1965 so it is a pre-existing non-conforming 

structure.  She stated the side yard would be 1ft. 5in. from property line if the Variance is 

granted. 

Chair Prouty opened the hearing for public comment, and there was none.  Chair Prouty closed 

the public hearing and went directly into a meeting. 

 

Chair Prouty then read the 3 requirements to grant a variance: 

1.  That owing to circumstances relating to the soil conditions, shape or topography of 

such land or structures and especially affecting such land or structures but not 

affecting generally the zoning district in which it lies. 
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2. That a literal enforcement of the provisions of the ordinance would involve substantial 

hardship, financial, or otherwise, to the petitioner or appellant. 

3. That desirable relief may be granted without substantial detriment to the public good 

and without nullifying or substantially derogating from the intent or purpose of such 

ordinance. 

 

Mr. Levesque stated the shape of the property of the building and the size of the lot, constrains 

the applicant’s ability to do an addition otherwise.  He stated this will help with shelf space and 

refrigerator space as well as a public restroom being added. 

Mr. Maggi asked if the proposed expansion would be primarily for storage for cool items.  Mr. 

Levesque stated yes.  Mr. Maggi asked if there was a public restroom now. Mr. Shah stated no. 

Mr. Savonin asked if the Variance was granted how this back area would be maintained. Mr. 

Levesque said they would have to access it through the neighbor’s property. 

Mr. Maggi asked what exists now where the addition is proposed. Mr. Levesque stated it is open 

space. 

Mr. Ronghi stated this location just received a beer/wine license and this would be the reason an 

expansion is needed to add the inventory, where he currently does not have space to do so. 

Mr. Maggi stated he does not have a problem with this Variance. He stated this is not a 

substantial change and the shape of the structure and lot are such that the petitioner does not have 

much choice. He went on to say this does not affect the rest of the zoning district and the fact that 

he recently received a beer/wine license he needs to be able to properly store it. He stated 

installing a bathroom is also good for the general public. He stated this is behind the building and 

will not affect traffic, no be noticeable to the general public. Mr. Maggi also stated the fact the 

building was originally built to the rear of the property needs to be considered, and as such, 

satisfies condition number one.  Mr. Ronghi agreed the shape of the lot is complicated.  He stated 

the petitioner is trying to benefit the Town with his wine/beer license and that should be taken 

into consideration.  Ms. Prouty stated Mr. Levesque explained there were no specific issues 

related to soil conditions, shape, or topography on the property.  The location of the structure to 

the rear is not sufficient to satisfy condition number one.   

Mr. Maggi stated there is also a hardship because the petitioner will not be able to store the added 

beer/wine products properly without this relief.  Mr. Savonin agreed with Mr. Maggi.  Ms. Prouty 

stated the fact the petitioner wishes to increase his business is for financial gain and as such does 

not qualify as a hardship.   

Ms. Prouty also stated the petitioner is asking to increase the rear setback from 10ft. 5 in. to 1 ft. 

5 in.  The current bylaw requires a minimum of 25ft.  The petitioner cannot even construct the 

rear wall of this addition unless he gets permission to utilize his neighbor’s property.  Mr. Maggi 

and Mr. Savonin agreed that as long as he has permission, this will satisfy condition number 

three. 

 

After much discussion, Chair Prouty called for a vote.  Maggi-yes, Savonin-no, Prouty-no.  The 

variance was denied, two against, one in favor. 

 

Ms. Prouty explained the 20 day appeal process. 
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B.  Case#2035-580 Main Street-Verizon & Diamond Communications-Variance 

C.  Case#2034-580 Main Street-Verizon & Diamond Communications-Special Permit 

 

Attorneys Ellen Freyman and Brett Smith from Shatz, Schwatz, and Fentin, P.C., Scott Von Rein 

with Diamond Communications, Juan Latorre with Verizon, and Bradford Martin, Fitzgerald 

Law, Attorney for Bethany Assembly of God were present for this agenda item. 

The representative presented both the Variance and Special Permit in their presentation.   

Attorney Freyman stated a lot of planning and research goes into selecting a site, negotiating a 

lease agreement, as well as environmental work. She stated they have been granted a zone change 

by City Council, had received Site Plan approval from the Planning Board, and had been before 

Conservation Commission to rule out other sites on the location for the monopole.  She stated 2 

balloon floats had been performed, as well as one full hearing presented to ZBA.  She stated the 

comments had been whittled down to mostly radio frequency issues. 

Juan Latorre, Verizon Radio Frequency Expert stated that the peer reviewer had asked about the 

use of Mushy’s site. He stated it is a proposed 115 ft. monopole.  He stated the location chosen 

was for adequate coverage to get and receive data.  He stated future projected needs are part of 

the process and that location is paramount to good service. 

Mr. Latorre stated the pole at Mushy’s was owned by SBA Communication.  He stated this pole 

was installed in 2009 and was done in the least challenging area, but technology has evolved and 

the location of these monopoles is critical to service needs. He stated areas, like 580 Main Street 

is where the usage is greater. He stated the Mushy’s location would create too much overlap to 

the North and a big lapse in coverage to the South. 

Mr. Lawton, Isotrope, ZBA peer reviewer stated that new information was brought to the meeting 

and he will need time to thoroughly go through the information before writing a report for the 

Board. 

Chair Prouty relayed information about 4 monopoles in the last few years that have been taken 

down in storm events, and 3 collapsed in the way they were designed. The fourth monopole 

failed at the base causing the entire 114ft. pole to fall to the ground. Mr. Rein stated those 4 were 

out of probably 600,000 monopoles that exist. Chair Prouty questioned if this proposed monopole 

fell, it would fall 30 ft. into the roadway.  Ms. Prouty stated, if this monopole failed to collapse as 

designed, it is possible the top 30 ft. would fall across highway, Route 57. 

 

Chair Prouty opened the hearing for public comment. 

 

Julia Czelazewicz-200 Silver Street, Granby, CT-stated her concerns are for her children who 

attend school here. She stated he has researched microplastics on the monopoles and undernearth 

the poles is a large pile of plastics debris that can get into the ecosystem as well as affect wildlife.  

She stated that in her research it said that microplastics are a time bomb. 

 

Vlad Grechka-1649 Suffield Street-stated his children also attend this school. His concerns were 

that the property values would decrease or if the monopine structure fell into the parking lot or 

the roadway.  He stated there are too many children here and it is also an eyesore.   

 

Attorney Bradford Martin, Fitzgerald Law, on behalf of Bethany Assembly of God stated that the 

church is for this proposal and have been working closely with the applicant. He stated the 

church would never put lives in danger and that there has been no reported health issues since 

1983. 
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Chair Prouty stated she would like the petitioner at the next hearing to bring information about 

the microplastics on the monopoles, and also look into moving the monopole further onto the 

property to avoid the possibility of it falling onto the roadway, in the case of a total collapse.   

 

Chair Prouty continued the public hearing to the January 12, 2026 meeting. 

 

D.  Any other matter that may legally come before the Zoning Board of Appeals 

 

None. 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Maggi and seconded by Mr. Savonin to adjourn the meeting.  All in 

favor. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00pm. 
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LAYOUT NOTES 1. SITE CONTRACTOR SHALL REFER TO REMAINING PLAN SET FOR INFORMATION REGARDING SITE CONTRACTOR SHALL REFER TO REMAINING PLAN SET FOR INFORMATION REGARDING SITE LAYOUT. 2. IT SHALL BE THE SITE CONTRACTORS RESPONSIBILITY TO CROSS REFERENCE INFORMATION IT SHALL BE THE SITE CONTRACTORS RESPONSIBILITY TO CROSS REFERENCE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN OTHER SHEETS WITH SITE INFORMATION SHOWN HEREON. 3. PRIOR TO SUBMITTING THEIR BID FOR CONSTRUCTION, THE SITE CONTRACTOR SHALL PRIOR TO SUBMITTING THEIR BID FOR CONSTRUCTION, THE SITE CONTRACTOR SHALL COMMUNICATE ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THE PROPOSED DESIGN AND THE SAID SPECIFICATIONS WITH THE PROJECT PROPONENT AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT/ENGINEER.  SHOULD THE SITE CONTRACTOR FAIL TO COMMUNICATE ANY DISCREPANCIES, HE/SHE SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY COSTS RESULTING FROM SAID DISCREPANCY. SIGNAGE AND PAVEMENT MARKING NOTES 1. STRIPE ALL PARKING AREAS AS SHOWN, INCLUDING PARKING SPACES, STOP BARS, STRIPE ALL PARKING AREAS AS SHOWN, INCLUDING PARKING SPACES, STOP BARS, CROSSWALKS, AND ACCESSIBLE ROUTE MARKINGS AND SYMBOLS USING WHITE TRAFFIC PAINT.  PAINTED ISLANDS, FIRE LANES, AND TRAVEL WAY CENTERLINES SHALL BE PAINTED USING YELLOW TRAFFIC PAINT.  ALL TRAFFIC PAINT SHALL CONFORM TO AASHTO M248 TYPE "N". 2. STOP BARS SHALL BE 12" WIDE (WHITE). STOP BARS SHALL BE 12" WIDE (WHITE). 3. ALL PARKING STALL LINES SHALL BE 4" WIDE (WHITE). ALL PARKING STALL LINES SHALL BE 4" WIDE (WHITE). 4. ALL PAVEMENT MARKINGS AND SIGNS SHALL CONFORM TO "MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC ALL PAVEMENT MARKINGS AND SIGNS SHALL CONFORM TO "MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES", "STANDARD ALPHABETS FOR HIGHWAY SIGNS AND PAVEMENT MARKINGS", MASSDOT, STATE BUILDING CODE AND ADA REQUIREMENTS, AND AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS & DETAILS.  ACCESSIBILITY NOTES 1.  ALL ACCESSIBLE ROUTES, TRANSITIONS, AND ACCESSIBLE PARKING/LOADING AREAS, ALL ACCESSIBLE ROUTES, TRANSITIONS, AND ACCESSIBLE PARKING/LOADING AREAS, INCLUDING ALL ENTRANCES TO BUILDING, SHALL ADHERE TO 521 CMR. 2.  SHOULD THE ARCHITECT PROVIDE ADDITIONAL ENTRANCES OR MEANS OF EGRESS, SHOULD THE ARCHITECT PROVIDE ADDITIONAL ENTRANCES OR MEANS OF EGRESS, ADDITIONAL ACCESSIBLE ROUTES MAY BE REQUIRED. 3.  IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ARCHITECT AND CONTRACTOR TO NOTIFY THE ENGINEER IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ARCHITECT AND CONTRACTOR TO NOTIFY THE ENGINEER AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT OF ANY CHANGES TO THE PROPOSED BUILDING THAT WOULD AFFECT THE ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS OF THE PROPOSED SITE. 4.  THE CONTRACTOR SHALL REVIEW IN DETAIL THE REQUIREMENTS OF 521 CMR AND SHALL THE CONTRACTOR SHALL REVIEW IN DETAIL THE REQUIREMENTS OF 521 CMR AND SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR CONFORMANCE WITH SAID REGULATIONS.
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