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Conservation Commission 
AGENDA 

Thursday, April 10, 2025 - 6:00 PM 

Regular Meeting 
Agawam Senior Center 

954 Main Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 

 

A. Conservation Commission 

 1) PUBLIC HEARING CONT.-NOTICE OF INTENT-Bridge Street-Town of Agawam 

 2) PUBLIC HEARING CONT.-NOTICE OF INTENT-1014 North St Ext-VIP Homes & Associates, 
LLc (continued to April 24, 2025 

 3) ENFORCEMENT ORDER UPDATES 

 4) APPROVAL OF MINUTES-March 27, 2025 

 5) Correspondence and Complaints 
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Vietnam Veterans Memorial Bridge 
Proposed Bridge Preservation -  
Bridge Street over Westfield River 
Agawam, Massachusetts 

 

Notice of Intent 

Town of Agawam 

March 2025
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53 Southampton Road         •     Westfield, MA 01085     •     Tel 413.562.1600 

www.tighebond.com 

W1975-059 

March 13, 2025 

Agawam Conservation Commission 

36 Main Street 

Agawam, MA 01001 

Re: Vietnam Veterans Memorial Bridge 

Proposed Bridge Preservation -  

Bridge Street over Westfield River 

Notice of Intent 

Dear Members of the Commission: 

On behalf of the Applicant, the Town of Agawam, Tighe & Bond is submitting this Notice of 

Intent (NOI) for the proposed preservation of the Veterans Memorial Bridge over the Westfield 

River in Agawam, Massachusetts. 

The Towns of Agawam and West Springfield plan to make various improvements the Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial Bridge. The project proposes to address numerous deficiencies identified 

in a 2021 Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) inspection of the bridge, 

and to prolong the use of the existing bridge structure. The proposed repairs include drainage 

improvements, guardrail and sidewalk repairs, concrete repairs to substructure of the bridge, 

waterproofing and repaving of the top deck, and repairs to the steel and bearings below the 

deck. The project has been designed as three phases; however, this NOI addresses the entire 

scope of work within the Commission's jurisdiction. Construction is anticipated to commence 

as soon as July 2025.   

This NOI has been prepared to address the portions of work proposed in Agawam within the 

limits of the Riverfront Area of the Westfield River and 100-foot Buffer Zone to Bank, which 

are regulated under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (MAWPA, M.G.L. c. 131 §40). 

Activities within these resource areas include repairs to the bridge deck and abutment within 

its existing footprint. Work will occur above the Bank/Mean Annual High Water and Bordering 

Land Subject to Flooding elevation lines. No work will occur within the Westfield River. 

We look forward to having the opportunity to discuss this project with the Agawam 

Conservation Commission and anticipate being included on the Commission’s next public 

hearing agenda. Should you have any questions regarding this application or require any 

additional information, please contact Melissa Coady at 413-572-3224 / 

MPCoady@tighebond.com or me at 413-572-3246 / AMLacasse@tighebond.com  

Sincerely, 

TIGHE & BOND, INC. 

 

 

Andrea M. Lacasse, PE 

Project Manager 

Enclosures 
Copy: MassDEP Western Region Division of Wetlands and Waterways 
 Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) 
 Mario Mazza, Superintendent, Agawam Department of Public Works 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 

  
MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

Agawam 
City/Town 

Important: 
When filling out 
forms on the 
computer, use 
only the tab key 
to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key. 

 
 
 
Note:  
Before 
completing this 
form consult  
your local 
Conservation 
Commission 
regarding any 
municipal bylaw 
or ordinance. 

A. General Information 

1. Project Location (Note: electronic filers will click on button to locate project site): 

Bridge Street 
a. Street Address  

Agawam 
b. City/Town 

01001 
c. Zip Code 

Latitude and Longitude: 
42.099289 
d. Latitude 

-72.636176 
e. Longitude 

N/A (Public Right-of-Way) 
f. Assessors Map/Plat Number   

N/A (Public Right-of-Way)  
g. Parcel /Lot Number 

2.  Applicant: 

Mario 
a. First Name 

Mazza 
b. Last Name 

Agawam Department of Public Works 
c. Organization 

1000 Suffield Street 
d. Street Address 

Agawam 
e. City/Town 

 MA 
f. State 

    

01001 
g. Zip Code 

 413-821-0623 
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

 MMazza@agawam.ma.us 
j. Email Address 

3. Property owner (required if different from applicant):   Check if more than one owner 

      
a. First Name 

      
b. Last Name 

       
c. Organization 

 
      
d. Street Address 

        
e. City/Town 

       
f. State 

    

      
g. Zip Code 

        
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

       
j. Email address 

 
4.  Representative (if any): 

 Andrea 
a. First Name 

Lacasse 
b. Last Name 

 Tighe & Bond, Inc. 
c. Company 

 53 Southampton Road 
d. Street Address 

 Westfield 
e. City/Town

 

  

MA 
f. State 

01085   
g. Zip Code 

  413-572-3246 
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

AMLacasse@tighebond.com 
j. Email address 

 
  

5.  Total WPA Fee Paid (from NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form): 

 N/A Fee Exempt 
a. Total Fee Paid 

N/A Fee Exempt 
b. State Fee Paid 

N/A Fee Exempt 
c. City/Town Fee Paid 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 

  
MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

Agawam 
City/Town 

 A.  General Information (continued) 

 
6. General Project Description:  

 This project proposes the preservation and repair of the Veterans Memorial Bridge-Bridge Street over 
the Westfield River in Agawam, Massachusetts.  
  

 
7a. Project Type Checklist:  (Limited Project Types see Section A. 7b.) 

  1.  Single Family Home  2.  Residential Subdivision 

  3.  Commercial/Industrial  4.  Dock/Pier 

  5.    Utilities 6.    Coastal engineering Structure 

  7.  Agriculture (e.g., cranberries, forestry)  8.  Transportation 

  9.  Other  

 
7b. Is any portion of the proposed activity eligible to be treated as a limited project (including Ecological 

Restoration Limited Project) subject to 310 CMR 10.24 (coastal) or 310 CMR 10.53 (inland)? 

 
 1.   Yes  No 

If yes, describe which limited project applies to this project. (See 310 CMR 
10.24 and 10.53 for a complete list and description of limited project types) 

  310 CMR 10.53(3)(i) - maintenance and repair of a bridge 
2. Limited Project Type  

 If the proposed activity is eligible to be treated as an Ecological Restoration Limited Project (310 
CMR10.24(8), 310 CMR 10.53(4)), complete and attach Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Limited 
Project Checklist and Signed Certification.  

 
8. Property recorded at the Registry of Deeds for: 

 Hampden 
a. County 

      
b. Certificate # (if registered land) 

 N/A - Roadway ROW  
c. Book 

N/A - Roadway ROW  
d. Page Number 

 B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) 

 
1.   Buffer Zone Only – Check if the project is located only in the Buffer Zone of a Bordering    
 Vegetated Wetland, Inland Bank, or Coastal Resource Area. 

 
2.  Inland Resource Areas (see 310 CMR 10.54-10.58; if not applicable, go to Section B.3,    
 Coastal Resource Areas). 

 Check all that apply below. Attach narrative and any supporting documentation describing how the 
project will meet all performance standards for each of the resource areas altered, including 
standards requiring consideration of alternative project design or location.  
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 

  
MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

Agawam 
City/Town 

 B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) (cont’d) 

For all projects 
affecting other 
Resource Areas, 
please attach a 
narrative 
explaining how 
the resource 
area was 
delineated. 

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

a.   Bank 
      
1. linear feet 

      
2. linear feet 

b.  Bordering Vegetated 
  Wetland 

      
1. square feet 

      
2. square feet 

c.  Land Under 
 Waterbodies and 
 Waterways 

      
1. square feet 

      
2. square feet 

      
3. cubic yards dredged 

 

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

d.  Bordering Land 
 Subject to Flooding 

      
1. square feet 

      
2. square feet 

  
      
3. cubic feet of flood storage lost 

      
4. cubic feet replaced 

 
e.  Isolated Land   
  Subject to Flooding 

      
1. square feet 

 

  
      
2. cubic feet of flood storage lost 

      
3. cubic feet replaced 

 f.   Riverfront Area 
Westfield River (Inland) 
1. Name of Waterway (if available)  - specify coastal or inland 

 
  2.  Width of Riverfront Area (check one): 

 
   25 ft. - Designated Densely Developed Areas only 
  

  100 ft. - New agricultural projects only 
 

   200 ft. - All other projects 

 

 

 
  3. Total area of Riverfront Area on the site of the proposed project:  

 6,500 
square feet 

 
 4. Proposed alteration of the Riverfront Area:  

 1,900 
a. total square feet  

1,900 
b. square feet within 100 ft. 

0 
c. square feet between 100 ft. and 200 ft. 

 
 5. Has an alternatives analysis been done and is it attached to this NOI?     Yes   No 

 
 6. Was the lot where the activity is proposed created prior to August 1, 1996?     Yes   No 

 
3.  Coastal Resource Areas: (See 310 CMR 10.25-10.35)  

 
Note: for coastal riverfront areas, please complete Section B.2.f. above. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Page 10 of 104



 

wpaform3.doc • rev. 12/4/2023 Page 4 of 9 

 

4 

 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 

  
MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

Agawam 
City/Town 

 B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) (cont’d) 

 
Check all that apply below.  Attach narrative and supporting documentation describing how the 
project will meet all performance standards for each of the resource areas altered, including 
standards requiring consideration of alternative project design or location.  

 

Online Users: 
Include your 
document 
transaction 
number 
(provided on 
your receipt 
page) with all 
supplementary 
information you 
submit to the 
Department. 

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

a.  Designated Port Areas  Indicate size under Land Under the Ocean, below 

b.  Land Under the Ocean 
      
1. square feet 

 

 
      
2. cubic yards dredged 

 

c.  Barrier Beach Indicate size under Coastal Beaches and/or Coastal Dunes below 

d.  Coastal Beaches 
      
1. square feet 

      
2. cubic yards beach nourishment 

 
e.  Coastal Dunes 

      
1. square feet 

      
2. cubic yards dune nourishment 

 
 Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

 
f.   Coastal Banks 

      
1. linear feet 

 

 g.  Rocky Intertidal   
  Shores 

      
1. square feet 

 

 
h.  Salt Marshes 

      
1. square feet 

      
2. sq ft restoration, rehab., creation 

 i.   Land Under Salt  
  Ponds 

      
1. square feet 

 

  
      
2. cubic yards dredged 

 

 
j.   Land Containing  
  Shellfish 

      
1. square feet 

 

  k.  Fish Runs Indicate size under Coastal Banks, inland Bank, Land Under the 
Ocean, and/or inland Land Under Waterbodies and Waterways, 
above    

  
      
1. cubic yards dredged 

 

 
 l.  Land Subject to   

   Coastal Storm Flowage 

      
1. square feet 

 

 
4.  Restoration/Enhancement 

If the project is for the purpose of restoring or enhancing a wetland resource area in addition to the 
square footage that has been entered in Section B.2.b or B.3.h above, please enter the additional 
amount here. 

 

 
      
a. square feet of BVW 

      
b. square feet of Salt Marsh 

 
5.  Project Involves Stream Crossings 

       
a. number of new stream crossings 

      
b. number of replacement stream crossings 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 

  
MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

Agawam 
City/Town 

 C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements 

 
 This is a proposal for an Ecological Restoration Limited Project. Skip Section C and 
complete Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Limited Project Checklists – Required Actions 
(310 CMR 10.11). 

 

 
Streamlined Massachusetts Endangered Species Act/Wetlands Protection Act Review 

 

1. Is any portion of the proposed project located in Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife as indicated on 
the most recent Estimated Habitat Map of State-Listed Rare Wetland Wildlife published by the Natural 
Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP)? To view habitat maps, see the Massachusetts 
Natural Heritage Atlas or go to http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/PRI_EST_HAB/viewer.htm.  

 

 

 
a.   Yes   No 

 If yes, include proof of mailing or hand delivery of NOI to: 
   
  Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program 
  Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 
               1 Rabbit Hill Road 
               Westborough, MA 01581 

Phone: (508) 389-6360 

 
 

 
 

 August 2021 
b. Date of map 

 
 

 

 If yes, the project is also subject to Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) review (321 
CMR 10.18). To qualify for a streamlined, 30-day, MESA/Wetlands Protection Act review, please 
complete Section C.1.c, and include requested materials with this Notice of Intent (NOI); OR complete 
Section C.2.f, if applicable. If MESA supplemental information is not included with the NOI, by 
completing Section 1 of this form, the NHESP will require a separate MESA filing which may take up 
to 90 days to review (unless noted exceptions in Section 2 apply, see below). 

 

 

 
 c.  Submit Supplemental Information for Endangered Species Review  

 
  1.   Percentage/acreage of property to be altered:  

 
   (a) within wetland Resource Area 

97% / 0.30 acres 
percentage/acreage 

 
   (b) outside Resource Area 

N/A 
percentage/acreage 

 
  2.   Assessor’s Map or right-of-way plan of site 

 
2.  Project plans for entire project site, including wetland resource areas and areas outside of 

wetlands jurisdiction, showing existing and proposed conditions, existing and proposed 

tree/vegetation clearing line, and clearly demarcated limits of work    
 

 (a)    Project description (including description of impacts outside of wetland resource area & 
 buffer zone) 

 
(b)    Photographs representative of the site 

 
 Some projects not in Estimated Habitat may be located in Priority Habitat, and require NHESP review (see https://www.mass.gov/ma-

endangered-species-act-mesa-regulatory-review). 
Priority Habitat includes habitat for state-listed plants and strictly upland species not protected by the Wetlands Protection Act. 
 MESA projects may not be segmented (321 CMR 10.16). The applicant must disclose full development plans even if such plans are 

not required as part of the Notice of Intent process. 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 

  
MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

Agawam 
City/Town 

 C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements (cont’d) 

 

(c)   MESA filing fee (fee information available at https://www.mass.gov/how-to/how-to-file-for-
a-mesa-project-review). 
Make check payable to “Commonwealth of Massachusetts - NHESP” and mail to NHESP at 
above address 

 

 

 
  Projects altering 10 or more acres of land, also submit: 

 
 (d)  Vegetation cover type map of site 

 
 (e)   Project plans showing Priority & Estimated Habitat boundaries 

 
 (f)  OR Check One of the Following 

 
1.    Project is exempt from MESA review.   

Attach applicant letter indicating which MESA exemption applies. (See 321 CMR 10.14, 
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/exemptions-from-review-for-projectsactivities-in-
priority-habitat; the NOI must still be sent to NHESP if the project is within estimated 
habitat pursuant to 310 CMR 10.37 and 10.59.)         

 

 

 
 2.    Separate MESA review ongoing.   

      
a. NHESP Tracking # 

      
b. Date submitted to NHESP 

 
3.  Separate MESA review completed.  

   Include copy of NHESP “no Take” determination or valid Conservation & Management  
  Permit with approved plan. 

 

 3. For coastal projects only, is any portion of the proposed project located below the mean high water 
 line or in a fish run? 

 
 a.   Not applicable – project is in inland resource area only   b.   Yes  No 

 
If yes, include proof of mailing, hand delivery, or electronic delivery of NOI to either: 

 South Shore - Bourne to Rhode Island border, and 
the Cape & Islands: 

 
Division of Marine Fisheries -  
Southeast Marine Fisheries Station 
Attn: Environmental Reviewer 
836 South Rodney French Blvd. 
New Bedford, MA  02744 

Email: dmf.envreview-south@mass.gov  

North Shore - Plymouth to New Hampshire border: 

 
 
Division of Marine Fisheries -  
North Shore Office 

Attn: Environmental Reviewer 
30 Emerson Avenue 

Gloucester, MA 01930 

Email:  dmf.envreview-north@mass.gov  

 

 

 

 Also if yes, the project may require a Chapter 91 license. For coastal towns in the Northeast Region, 
please contact MassDEP’s Boston Office. For coastal towns in the Southeast Region, please contact 
MassDEP’s Southeast Regional Office.   

  c.  Is this an aquaculture project?     d.   Yes  No 

 
 If yes, include a copy of the Division of Marine Fisheries Certification Letter (M.G.L. c. 130, § 57). 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 

  
MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

Agawam 
City/Town 

 C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements (cont’d) 

Online Users: 
Include your 
document 
transaction 
number 
(provided on 
your receipt 
page) with all 
supplementary 
information you 
submit to the 
Department. 

4. Is any portion of the proposed project within an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)? 

a.   Yes  No 
If yes, provide name of ACEC (see instructions to WPA Form 3 or MassDEP 
Website for ACEC locations). Note: electronic filers click on Website. 

       
b. ACEC 

5. Is any portion of the proposed project within an area designated as an Outstanding Resource Water 
 (ORW) as designated in the Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards, 314 CMR 4.00? 

 a.   Yes  No 

6. Is any portion of the site subject to a Wetlands Restriction Order under the Inland Wetlands 
 Restriction Act (M.G.L. c. 131, § 40A) or the Coastal Wetlands Restriction Act (M.G.L. c. 130, § 105)? 

a.   Yes  No 

 7. Is this project subject to provisions of the MassDEP Stormwater Management Standards? 

 
a.  Yes. Attach a copy of the Stormwater Report as required by the Stormwater Management  
 Standards per 310 CMR 10.05(6)(k)-(q) and check if: 

 
1.  Applying for Low Impact Development (LID) site design credits (as described in    
 Stormwater  Management Handbook Vol. 2, Chapter 3) 

 2.  A portion of the site constitutes redevelopment 

  3.  Proprietary BMPs are included in the Stormwater Management System. 

 b.  No. Check why the project is exempt: 

 1.  Single-family house 

 2.  Emergency road repair 

 
3.  Small Residential Subdivision (less than or equal to 4 single-family houses or less than  
 or equal to 4 units in multi-family housing project) with no discharge to Critical Areas. 

 D.  Additional Information 

  This is a proposal for an Ecological Restoration Limited Project. Skip Section D and complete 
Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Notice of Intent – Minimum Required Documents (310 CMR 
10.12).  

  Applicants must include the following with this Notice of Intent (NOI). See instructions for details. 

 
Online Users: Attach the document transaction number (provided on your receipt page) for any of 
the following information you submit to the Department.  

 1.  USGS or other map of the area (along with a narrative description, if necessary) containing 
sufficient information for the Conservation Commission and the Department to locate the site. 
(Electronic filers may omit this item.)  

 2.  Plans identifying the location of proposed activities (including activities proposed to serve as a 
Bordering Vegetated Wetland [BVW] replication area or other mitigating measure) relative to 
the boundaries of each affected resource area.  
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 

  
MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

Agawam 
City/Town 

 D.  Additional Information (cont’d) 

  3.  Identify the method for BVW and other resource area boundary delineations (MassDEP BVW 
   Field Data Form(s), Determination of Applicability, Order of Resource Area Delineation, etc.),  
   and attach documentation of the methodology.  

 4.  List the titles and dates for all plans and other materials submitted with this NOI. 

 
Proposed Bridge Preservation - Bridge Street over Westfield River A-05-003 = W-21-013 (0KX)  
Phase 1, Phase 2, and Phase 3 
a. Plan Title 

 
Tighe & Bond, Inc. 
b. Prepared By 

      
c. Signed and Stamped by 

 
March 2025 
d. Final Revision Date 

Various 
e. Scale 

 
      
f. Additional Plan or Document Title 

      
g. Date 

 
5.  If there is more than one property owner, please attach a list of these property owners not 

listed on this form. 

 6.  Attach proof of mailing for Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program, if needed. 

 7.  Attach proof of mailing for Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries, if needed. 

 8.  Attach NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form  

 9.  Attach Stormwater Report, if needed.  

  

  

  

  

 E. Fees 

  1.  Fee Exempt: No filing fee shall be assessed for projects of any city, town, county, or district  
  of the Commonwealth, federally recognized Indian tribe housing authority, municipal housing   
 authority, or the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority.  

  
Applicants must submit the following information (in addition to pages 1 and 2 of the NOI Wetland Fee 
Transmittal Form) to confirm fee payment:  

 

 

        
2. Municipal Check Number 

      
3. Check date 

        
4. State Check Number 

      
5. Check date 

        
6. Payor name on check: First Name 

      
7. Payor name on check: Last Name 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 

  
MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

Agawam 
City/Town 

 F. Signatures and Submittal Requirements 

 I hereby certify under the penalties of perjury that the foregoing Notice of Intent and accompanying 
plans, documents, and supporting data are true and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand 
that the Conservation Commission will place notification of this Notice in a local newspaper at the 
expense of the applicant in accordance with the wetlands regulations, 310 CMR 10.05(5)(a). 
 
I further certify under penalties of perjury that all abutters were notified of this application, pursuant to the 
requirements of M.G.L. c. 131, § 40. Notice must be made by Certificate of Mailing or in writing by hand 
delivery or certified mail (return receipt requested) to all abutters within 100 feet of the property line of the 
project location.  
  

 

 

 

 

  
1. Signature of Applicant 

      
2. Date 

  
3. Signature of Property Owner (if different) 

      
4. Date 

  
5. Signature of Representative (if any) 

      
6. Date 

  

 For Conservation Commission: 
Two copies of the completed Notice of Intent (Form 3), including supporting plans and documents, 
two copies of the NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form, and the city/town fee payment, to the 
Conservation Commission by certified mail or hand delivery. 

 

  For MassDEP: 
One copy of the completed Notice of Intent (Form 3), including supporting plans and documents, one 
copy of the NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form, and a copy of the state fee payment to the MassDEP 
Regional Office (see Instructions) by certified mail or hand delivery. 

 

 Other: 
If the applicant has checked the “yes” box in any part of Section C, Item 3, above, refer to that section 
and the Instructions for additional submittal requirements.  
 
The original and copies must be sent simultaneously. Failure by the applicant to send copies in a 
timely manner may result in dismissal of the Notice of Intent. 

 

 

 

Mario Mazza, Superintendent, Agawam DPW

Andrea M. Lacasse PE, Tighe & Bond, Inc.

3/13/2025
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  
 

 

 
Important: When 
filling out forms 
on the computer, 
use only the tab 
key to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key. 

 
 

A. Applicant Information 

1. Location of Project: 

Bridge Street 
a. Street Address 

Agawam 
b. City/Town 

N/A Fee Exempt 
c. Check number 

N/A Fee Exempt 
d. Fee amount 

2. Applicant Mailing Address: 

Mario 
a. First Name 

Mazza 
b. Last Name 

Agawam Department of Public Works 
c. Organization 

1000 Suffield Street 
d. Mailing Address 

Agawam 
e. City/Town 

MA 
f. State 

01001 
g. Zip Code 

 413-821-0623 
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

 MMazza@agawam.ma.us 
j. Email Address 

3. Property Owner (if different): 

      
a. First Name 

      
b. Last Name 

       
c. Organization 

       
d. Mailing Address 

       
e. City/Town 

      
f. State 

      
g. Zip Code 

        
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

       
j. Email Address 

To calculate  
filing fees, refer 
to the category 
fee list and 
examples in the 
instructions for 
filling out WPA 
Form 3 (Notice of 
Intent). 

B. Fees 

Fee should be calculated using the following process & worksheet. Please see Instructions before 
filling out worksheet.  
 
Step 1/Type of Activity: Describe each type of activity that will occur in wetland resource area and buffer zone. 

 
Step 2/Number of Activities: Identify the number of each type of activity. 

 
Step 3/Individual Activity Fee: Identify each activity fee from the six project categories listed in the instructions.  

 
Step 4/Subtotal Activity Fee: Multiply the number of activities (identified in Step 2) times the fee per category 
(identified in Step 3) to reach a subtotal fee amount. Note: If any of these activities are in a Riverfront Area in 
addition to another Resource Area or the Buffer Zone, the fee per activity should be multiplied by 1.5 and then 
added to the subtotal amount. 

 
Step 5/Total Project Fee: Determine the total project fee by adding the subtotal amounts from Step 4. 
 
Step 6/Fee Payments: To calculate the state share of the fee, divide the total fee in half and subtract $12.50. To 
calculate the city/town share of the fee, divide the total fee in half and add $12.50. 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  
 

 

 B. Fees (continued) 

  Step 1/Type of Activity Step 2/Number 
of Activities 

Step 
3/Individual 
Activity Fee 

Step 4/Subtotal Activity 
Fee 

    

 N/A Fee Exempt 
  

      
 

 

      
 

      
 

        
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

               Step 5/Total Project Fee:       
 

                Step 6/Fee Payments: 
 

  
                Total Project Fee: 

      
a. Total Fee from Step 5 

   State share of filing Fee: 
      
b. 1/2 Total Fee less $12.50 

  City/Town share of filling Fee: 
      
c. 1/2 Total Fee plus $12.50 

 C. Submittal Requirements 
 

a.) Complete pages 1 and 2 and send with a check or money order for the state share of the fee, payable to 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

 
Department of Environmental Protection 

Box 4062 
Boston, MA 02211 

 
b.) To the Conservation Commission: Send the Notice of Intent or Abbreviated Notice of Intent; a copy of 

this form; and the city/town fee payment. 
 

To MassDEP Regional Office (see Instructions): Send a copy of the Notice of Intent or Abbreviated Notice of 
Intent; a copy of this form; and a copy of the state fee payment. (E-filers of Notices of Intent may submit these 
electronically.) 
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Section 1    

Introduction 

Tighe & Bond is submitting this Notice of Intent (NOI) on behalf of the Town of Agawam 

Department of Public Works (Town) for their proposed preservation project of the Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial Bridge over the Westfield River in Agawam, Massachusetts. As this 

project spans two towns, Agawam and West Springfield, two NOIs have been prepared to 

present the elements of the project under the specific jurisdiction of each conservation 

commission. This NOI has been prepared for the portion of the project under the 

jurisdiction of the Agawam Conservation Commission. Construction activities include 

drainage repairs, guardrail and sidewalk repairs, concrete repairs to the subsurface and 

abutments of the bridge, waterproofing and repaving of the top deck, and repairs to the 

steel and bearings below the deck. As noted below, these activities are proposed within 

areas subject to protection and jurisdiction under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection 

Act (MAWPA, M.G.L. c 131 §40). Phase 1 construction is anticipated to commence as soon 

as July 2025.  

As explained in greater detail in the following sections, the proposed work will occur within 

the limits of the Riverfront Area and the 100-foot Buffer Zone to inland Bank of the 

Westfield River in Agawam. Work will occur above the Bank/Mean Annual High-Water Line 

and the 100-year flood elevation, thus no impacts to Bordering Land Subject to Flooding 

(BLSF) will occur. 

1.1 Project Locus 
The project area spans the municipal boundary between the Towns of Agawam and West 

Springfield in Hampden County, Massachusetts. The Project Locus, as that term is defined 

at 310 CMR 10.04, is comprised of the Bridge Street roadway right-of-way. A summary of 

the Project Locus by town is provided in Table 1-1. 

TABLE 1-1 

Project Locus Total Acreage 

Project Location Agawam   West Springfield Total Acreage 

Roadway ROW 0.49 (21,500 sf) 0.80 (34,800 sf) 1.07 (46,500 sf) 

Staging Area Parcel - 3.2 (139,500 sf) 3.2 (139,500 sf) 

1.1.1 Project Site 

The Project Site, or Limit of Work, occupies an approximately 1.54-acre area located at 

the existing Bridge Street Bridge over the Westfield River. The Limit of Work within 

Agawam occupies approximately 0.27 acres of the total Project Site. A summary of the 

Project Site by town is provided in Table 1-2. 

TABLE 1-2 

Project Site Total Acreage 

Total Project Site Acreage Agawam   West Springfield  

1.54 (67,200 sf) 0.27 (11,700 sf) 1.27 (55,500 sf) 
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1.2 Project Purpose 
The Towns of Agawam and West Springfield propose the preservation of the existing 

bridge components due to numerous deficiencies noted in a Massachusetts Department of 

Transportation (MassDOT) inspection of the bridge in 2021. Rehabilitation measures will 

include drainage repairs, guardrail and sidewalk repairs, concrete repairs to the subsurface 

and abutments of the bridge, waterproofing and repaving of the top deck, and repairs to 

the steel and bearings below the deck. To avoid impacts to the Westfield River, no work 

will occur in or from the water.  
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Section 2    

Existing Environment 

2.1 General Site Description 
Land use in the general vicinity was determined based on direct observations made 

through site inspection and wetland delineation tasks and a review of online information 

available through the Massachusetts Geographic Information System (MassGIS). 

The proposed bridge repair project is located at the existing bridge over the Westfield 

River between the Towns of Agawam and West Springfield. Railroad tracks, commercial 

properties, a hydroelectric power plant, and an existing boat launch surround the bridge 

on the north side of the Westfield River. Residential and commercial properties surround 

the bridge on the south side of the Westfield River.  

2.2 Methodology of Resource Area Investigations 
On April 13, 2023, a Tighe & Bond wetland scientist visited the Project area to identify and 

delineate wetland resource areas and evaluate the jurisdictional status of each relative to 

local, state, and federal criteria. Photos from the site visit are provided in Appendix C. 

Jurisdictional resource areas in the vicinity of the proposed work were delineated in 

accordance Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) guidelines, 

310 CMR 10.00, the United States Army Corps of Engineers Regional Supplement to the 

Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Northcentral and Northeast Region 

(January 2012). 

Boundaries of jurisdictional resource areas within the vicinity of the proposed Project were 

delineated using sequentially numbered pink flagging tape for Mean Annual High Water 

(MAHW) and blue flagging tape for inland Bank. The boundaries Bank and MAHW were 

delineated in accordance with the definitions set forth in the regulations at 310 CMR 310 

CMR 10.54(2) and 10.58(2)(2), respectively. Resource area boundaries are shown on the 

Project Drawings in Appendix B.  

2.3 Description of Wetland Resource Areas 
The following wetland resource areas were identified within the Project Locus and 

immediate vicinity of the Project Site, and are subject to jurisdiction under the MAWPA 

and its implementing regulations: 

• Bank (Inland)  

• Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (BLSF) 

• Riverfront Area 

2.3.1 Inland Bank 

Inland Bank is defined at 310 CMR 10.54(2)(a) as “…the portion of the land surface which 

normally abuts and confines a water body. It occurs between a water body and a vegetated 

bordering wetland and adjacent floodplain, or, in the absence of these, it occurs between 

a water body and an upland.” 
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Bank and MAHW flags were not hung on the Agawam side of the Westfield River as the 

topography is a steep, almost vertical rock face. Bank lines were extrapolated based on 

the elevations of the delineated Bank on the West Springfield side of the Westfield River. 

2.3.1.1 Mean Annual High Water (MAHW) 

The Mean Annual High-Water Line (MAHWL) was identified using “the first observable 

break in slope, visible markings or changes in the character of soils or vegetation due to 

prolonged presence of water and that distinguishes between predominantly aquatic and 

predominantly terrestrial land.”   

MAHW lines were extrapolated based on the elevations of the delineated MAHW lines on 

the West Springfield side of the Westfield River. 

2.3.2 Bordering Land Subject to Flooding 

Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (BLSF) is defined at 310 CMR 10.57(2)(a) and (c) as 

“…an area with low, flat topography adjacent to and inundated by flood waters rising from 

creeks, rivers, streams, ponds, or lakes. It extends from the banks of these waterways 

and water bodies; where a bordering vegetated wetland occurs, it extends from said 

wetland… The boundary of Bordering Land Subject to Flooding is the estimated maximum 

lateral extent of flood water which will theoretically result from the statistical 100-year 

frequency storm. Said boundary shall be that determined by reference to the most recently 

available flood profile data prepared for the community within which the work is proposed 

under the National Flood Insurance Program…” 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Study (FIS, 

Community Number 250133, June 7, 2023) and Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM, 

Community Panel Number 25013C0382E, effective July 16, 2013) for the area were 

reviewed during the preparation of this NOI. According to FEMA mapping, the base flood 

elevation is 66.8 feet North American Vertical Datum (NAVD 88). The Project Site in 

Agawam is situated well above this elevation. 

2.3.3 Riverfront Area 

Riverfront Area is defined at 310 CMR 10.58(2), as “the area of land between a river's 

mean annual high water line and a parallel line measured horizontally. The riverfront area 

may include or overlap other resource areas or their buffer zones. The riverfront area does 

not have a buffer zone.” 

The 200-foot Riverfront Area of the Westfield River within the vicinity of the Project Site 

consists of forested uplands, Bridge Street, and residential properties. Portions of 

Riverfront Area within the Project Site meet the criteria to be considered previously 

developed and “degraded” as set forth at 310 CMR 10.58(5). Approximately 6,500 sf of 

Riverfront Area is located within the vicinity of the Project Locus; 1,900 sf of that is located 

within the Project’s Limit of Work. 

2.4 Rare Species 
According to the Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program 

(NHESP) Atlas (15th edition, effective August 2021) and MassGIS online mapping tool, the 

proposed work will occur within designated Priority Habitats of Rare Species (PH 1038) 
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and Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife (EH 764). A map illustrating NHESP Priority and 

Estimated Habitats relative to the proposed limits of work is provided as Figure 4 in 

Appendix A. 

2.4.1 Request for Rare Species Information 

On May 31, 2023, the NHESP responded to Tighe & Bond’s request for information 

regarding state-listed species in the vicinity of the Project Site. A copy of the 

correspondence with NHESP is provided in Appendix E. Information provided by NHESP is 

provided in Table 2-1 below. 

TABLE 2-1 

NHESP Provided Information 

Scientific Name Common Name Taxonomic Group State Status 

Strophitus undulatus Creeper Mussel Special Concern 

As a wholly aquatic species, S. undulatus habitat is limited to Land Under Water within 

the Westfield River. 
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Section 3    

Project Description 

3.1 Site Preparation and Access 
The repairs to the bridge will include approximately 11,700 sf of work within the existing 

Town-owned Right-of-Way. Access to the south abutment will be from the bridge deck; 

equipment and materials will be lowered to the work area. Deck, sidewalk, and curb 

repairs will be completed on the existing roadway. Project work on the Agawam portion 

of the project will not include any significant ground disturbance. These activities are 

described in the following sections.  

3.2 Proposed Activities 
The proposed bridge preservation project involves drainage repairs, guardrail and 

sidewalk repairs, concrete repairs to the substructure (abutments, pier) of the bridge, 

waterproofing and repaving of the top deck, and repairs to the steel and bearings below 

the deck. The proposed work will preserve the existing components of the bridge. The 

project proposes to perform repairs in three phases to complete the scope of work. The 

repairs in each phase are as follows: 

3.2.1 Phase 1 

• South Abutment Concrete Repair 

o Concrete repairs are proposed to address areas of spalling and efflorescence 

on the face of the bridge abutment. 

Access - The south abutment will be accessed by lowering equipment and contractors 

down from the bridge. 

Repairs - Abutment repairs will include removing and replacing the utility brick opening 

with non-deteriorated bricks.  Following the brick opening work, the entire surface of 

the abutment, bridge seat, and wingwall will be cleaned by power washing. All debris 

will be captured and removed. Spalling and efflorescence repair will consist of 

removing deteriorated concrete, preparing the surface for new installation, and placing 

new concrete or cement mortar at repair locations. Concrete sealer will be applied to 

protect against water damage and provide longevity. Any reinforcing bars that have 

been deteriorated will be repaired by splicing in reinforcing bars. The repairs and 

sequence may be modified so that sections with worse deterioration are repaired first. 

• Guardrail Repair 

o Guardrail repairs are proposed to address the damage located along the 

roadway. 

Access – The area will be accessed from the existing Bridge Street roadway. 

Repairs - Guardrail repair will include the removal and resetting of railing splices. 

Areas that have missing handrails will be replaced in-kind to match the existing 

roadway guardrails.  
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• Pier Repairs 

o Pier repairs will be completed to address exposed rebar and spalling along 

the south facing section. 

Access – The area will be accessed from a snooper truck or suspension from the 

bridge. 

Repairs – Repairs will the removal of any deteriorated or spalling concrete. Exposed 

rebar will be repaired by splicing reinforced steel bars into the degraded sections. 

After the sections have been fixed, concrete will be applied to prewetted concrete 

to interface between existing and new concrete sections. Concrete sealer will be 

applied to newly installed concrete areas to protect against water damage and 

increase longevity. All concrete sections once cured, shall be rubbed to produce a 

smooth finish to match the existing surfaces.  

• Sidewalk Repair 

o Sidewalk repairs will be completed to address deterioration that has 

occurred along the entire Project Site. 

Access – The area will be accessed from the existing Bridge Street roadway. 

Repairs – Sidewalk repairs will include the removal of loose and deteriorated 

concrete including oil, dirt, grease and other materials. Following the cleaning, new 

steel reinforcement will be addressed at the direction of the engineer. The 

excavated sidewalk will then be filled with low permeability concrete to be flush 

with the existing deck and sealed to prevent water damage and extend its service 

life. 

• Drainage/Scupper Repair 

o Drainage and scupper repairs will be completed to update the existing pipes. 

Access – Scuppers will be accessed by the existing roadway for cleaning and 

painting, and from under the bridge to attach the pipe to the abutment. 

Repairs – Drainage repairs include cleaning out and repainting the existing 

scuppers. Following the cleaning, a new PVC pipe will be attached to the scuppers 

by a flexible steel coupling. At pipe bends, cleanouts will be installed for long term 

maintenance. 

3.2.2 Phase 2 

• Bridge Joint Repair 

o Joint repairs will address deterioration between the steel and adjacent 

concrete and upgrade the existing seal. 

Access – The area will be accessed from the existing Bridge Street roadway. 

Repairs – Joint repairs consist of partial depth concrete repairs to address any 

deterioration along the seal and roadway. These repairs should be completed in a 

similar sequence to the deck repairs. Following the concrete replacement, the steel 

joints will be cleaned and the joint seal will be replaced. 
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• Pavement Excavation and Membrane Waterproofing 

o Excavation and membrane waterproofing will address the asphalt 

deterioration along the bridge. Membrane waterproofing will reduce the 

chances of deterioration from water or chloride intrusion. 

Access – The area will be accessed from the existing Bridge Street roadway. 

Equipment for excavation and repair will be staged along the north side of the 

bridge. 

Repairs – Work on the deck will begin with the removal of deteriorated pavement 

and waterproofing; this includes any temporary deck repair material that may have 

been introduced in Phase 1. Following the excavation of materials, the engineer 

will inspect the deck and address any steel reinforcement repairs at spot locations 

along the bridge that may need partial or full depth repair. Repaired areas will be 

filled with a rapid set concrete mixture to be flush with the surrounding surface. 

After the concrete has cured, the newly repaired deck will be paved with hot mix 

asphalt over the spray applied membrane waterproofing. Following the deck repair 

activities and paving, deck drains will be replaced and sealed. 

• Curbing Repairs 

o Curbing repairs will address loose or damaged sections along the entire 

bridge span. 

Access – The area will be accessed from the existing Bridge Street roadway. 

Equipment for excavation and repair will be staged along the north side of the 

bridge. 

Repairs – Curb repairs consist of concrete patching and replacement along the full 

length of the bridge. Areas that have loose curb or where the membrane has been 

damaged, should be reset and sealed using non shrink grout. 

3.2.3 Phase 3 

• Replace and Paint Bearings  

o Cleaning and painting the bridge substructure will reduce chlorine intrusion 

and enhance its appearance. 

Access – The north abutment will be accessed with equipment staged on the ground 

surface adjacent to the bridge. Beam ends will be accessed by framing off the 

bridge. 

Repairs – Demolish and replace existing north abutment bearing. Following 

replacement, paint the full width of the beams and cross bracings per the special 

provisions. 

• Exterior Girder End Repair 

o Address deterioration on the girder ends and replace steel plates as 

necessary. 

Access – The area will be accessed with equipment staged on the ground surface 

adjacent to the bridge. Girder ends will be accessed by framing off the bridge. 
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Repairs – Address any areas with section loss by cutting, grinding, or replacing the 

area with steel filler plates. In areas of significant deterioration, epoxy repair fairing 

compound should be applied. Sections should then be cleaned, painted and sealed 

per the special provisions 

Project Drawings for all three phases of the project are provided in Appendix B. 

3.3 Construction Period Protective Measures 

3.3.1 Erosion Control Barriers  

Erosion control barriers will be placed downgradient of the repair work as needed. Erosion 

control barriers will consist of compost filter tubes or similar products. The proposed 

locations of these barriers and typical details are shown on Sheets 5 and 6, respectively, 

of the Project Drawings in Appendix B. The contractor will be required to maintain a 

reserve supply of erosion control barriers on-site to make repairs, as necessary. During 

blast cleaning and painting, the contractor will be required to work in a manner that 

prevents debris from falling into sensitive resource areas. At the conclusion of the project, 

the erosion control barriers will be removed and properly disposed of off-site following the 

stabilization of disturbed areas. Inlet protection will be installed at catch basins near the 

project area. Additional measures include street sweeping, as needed. The proposed 

locations of these barriers and protective measures are shown on erosion control detail 

the Project Drawings. 

3.4 Alternatives Analysis 

3.4.1 No Action  

A no-build alternative would take no action at this time to repair the existing 

deterioration.  This alternative would have the smallest impact at this time, however the 

condition of the structure will continue to decline as the bridge ages requiring larger, more 

invasive repairs or a complete structure replacement at a later date.  This approach will 

be more expensive and will cause more significant impacts to resource areas. 

3.4.2 Bridge Preservation  

The preferred alternative, bridge preservation, addresses the current minor deficiencies 

of the structure with the objective of maintaining and preserving the structure to maximize 

service life. This approach to asset management aims to prevent more costly, more 

invasive repairs by addressing early signs of deterioration.  This alternative minimizes 

impacts to resource areas by addressing deterioration while it is relatively minor. 

3.4.3 Bridge Replacement 

This is the most expensive, invasive alternative. The Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial Bridge 

is a complex structure that crosses the Westfield River with two 160-foot spans for a total 

of 320 feet. A replacement structure would require work not only within resource areas 

along the banks of the river but also work within the river.  The Westfield River is a 

regulatory floodway, and is mapped for Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife, and Priority 

Habitats for Rare Species. A replacement would involve evaluating the substructure 

elements for reuse.  If the pier is found to be beyond repair or insufficient to support a 
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new superstructure the pier may require replacement or at a minimum structural 

reinforcement; both would require work within the water.  While the abutments are set 

back from the river banks, replacement or structural reinforcement would both have 

significant impacts within resource areas.  The bridge was originally constructed in the 

early 1970s. Based on the current condition and age of the bridge, if no preservation 

action were taken, a limitations may be imposed within 10 to 15 years and a possible 

complete closure within 30 to 40 years.     

Given the bridge length of 320 feet necessary to span the river, a pier is required. The 

Massachusetts Department of Transportation recommends a maximum span length of 

150’, and for spans beyond 150’, the design engineer should consider a multi-span 

structure. If a multi-span structure is not possible, a special study would be required to 

determine the more appropriate structure which would balance superstructure and 

substructure costs to optimize design as well as balancing aesthetics and constructability. 
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Section 4    

Regulatory Compliance 

The proposed activities fall within areas subject to the Agawam Conservation 

Commission’s jurisdiction under the MAWPA. The project has been designed to avoid 

environmental impacts when possible and to minimize unavoidable impacts when 

practicable. Descriptions of the project’s compliance with the regulatory requirements of 

the WPA are provided in the following sections. 

4.1 Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 

4.1.1 Limited Project Status 

The proposed redevelopment of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Bridge qualifies for 

consideration as a Limited Project per 310 CMR 10.53(3)(i): 

The maintenance, repair and improvement (but not substantial enlargement except 

when necessary to meet the Massachusetts Stream Crossing Standards) of 

structures, including dams and reservoirs and appurtenant works to such dams 

and reservoirs, buildings, piers, towers, headwalls, bridges, and culverts which 

existed on the effective date of 310 CMR 10.51 through 10.60 (April 1, 1983). (310 

CMR 10.53(3)(i)). 

The Town respectfully requests that the Commission grant Limited Project status to the 

proposed activities at the bridge relative to the following requirements: 

• 310 CMR 10.58(5)(f) – Riverfront Area Restoration 

• 310 CMR 10.58(5)(g) – Riverfront Area Mitigation 

An alternatives analysis has been completed and can be found in Section 3.4. Compliance 

with performance standards has been achieved to the maximum extent practicable. 

Descriptions of the proposed activities relative to the performance standards are 

presented in Section 4.1.3. 

4.1.2 Summary of MAWPA Jurisdictional Alterations 

Activities associated with the proposed rehabilitation of the bridge in Agawam are located 

within the limits of the following jurisdictional areas: 

• Riverfront Area 

• 100-foot Buffer Zone to Bank 

The following sections describe how the proposed project satisfies the Performance 

Standards set forth in the MAWPA. 

As summarized in WPA Form 3, the project will result in approximately 1,900 sf of 

alterations within the 100-foot Buffer Zone to Bank and Riverfront Area. While the total 

Limits of Work for the project occupy approximately 11,700 sf of space within these 

resource areas, impacts should only occur within the existing footprint of the bridge. 
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Activities within these resource areas include repairs to the existing bridge components. 

Selective trimming of vegetation may be needed surrounding the abutment in order to 

provide clear access to equipment and contractors to perform repairs in the area. A 

summary of jurisdictional alterations is presented below in Table 4-1. 

TABLE 4-1 

Summary of Proposed Alterations to Jurisdictional Areas 

Municipality BLSF (sf) BLSF (cf) Riverfront Area 
(sf) 

0-100 feet 

Riverfront Area 
(sf) 

100-200 feet 

Agawam: 0 0 1,900 0 

West Springfield: 3,400 3,400 11,000 10,000 

TOTAL: 3,400 3,400 12,900 10,000 

4.1.3 Riverfront Area Performance Standards Compliance 

As described in Section 2, portions of the Westfield River Riverfront Area meet the criteria 

to be considered previously developed and “degraded” as set forth at 310 CMR 10.58(5). 

Specifically, 1,900 square feet of the Riverfront Area within the Project Site is occupied by 

the paved surface of Bridge Street. The proposed project will result in approximately 1,900 

square feet of alterations to Riverfront Area due to the activities associated with the bridge 

improvements. The performance standards for Riverfront redevelopment provisions set 

forth at 310 CMR 10.58(5) are presented below.  

(a) At a minimum, proposed work shall result in an improvement over existing 

conditions of the capacity of the riverfront area to protect the interests identified 

in M.G.L. c. 131 § 40.  When a lot is previously developed but no portion of the 

riverfront area is degraded, the requirements of 310 CMR 10.58(4) shall be met. 

As portions of the Riverfront Area within the Project Locus qualify as previously 

developed and/or degraded, the proposed activities have been compared to the 

requirements of 310 CMR 10.58(5). Proposed activities will result in the 

redevelopment of the existing bridge to prolong the life of the existing bridge. 

Bridge repairs are confined to the existing footprint and components of the bridge. 

Selective trimming of vegetation will occur surrounding the abutment to provide 

access to the perform the work. Access to abutment will be made from the roadway 

above. Contractor access to the area surrounding the abutment may be needed 

but will not result in disturbance to the ground.  

(b) Stormwater management is provided according to standards established by the 

Department. 

The proposed project will not result in any new point source discharges and will 

not result in an increase in impervious surfaces. Therefore, the project is not 

required to comply with the MassDEP Massachusetts Stormwater Management 

Standards (Standards).  

(c) Within 200-foot riverfront area, proposed work shall not be located closer to the 

river than existing conditions or 100 feet, whichever is less, or not closer than 

existing conditions within 25-foot riverfront areas, except in accordance with 310 

CMR 10.58(5)(f) or (g). 
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The bridge repair activities are proposed within the footprint of the existing bridge 

components; therefore, the proposed work will not be located any closer to the 

Westfield River than existing conditions.  

(d) Proposed work, including expansion of existing structures, shall be located outside 

the riverfront area or toward the riverfront area boundary and away from the river, 

except in accordance with 310 CMR 10.58(5)(f) or (g).  

As mentioned above, the proposed bridge repair activities are within the footprint 

of the existing bridge component; therefore, the proposed work will not be located 

any closer to the Westfield River than existing conditions.  

(e) The area of proposed work shall not exceed the amount of degraded area, provided 

that the proposed work may alter up to 10% if the degraded area is less than 10% 

of the riverfront area, except in accordance with 310 CMR 10.58(5)(f) or (g). 

The proposed project aims to redevelop the existing bridge structure. Proposed 

project activities are located with the existing footprint of the bridge, which is within 

degraded Riverfront Area, and thus the proposed work shall not exceed the amount 

of existing degraded area. While the amount of degraded Riverfront Area within 

the Project Locus is greater than 10% of the total Riverfront Area, the proposed 

project activities are confined to previously degraded Riverfront Area and will not 

extend into non-degraded Riverfront Area. 

(f) When an applicant proposed restoration on-site of degraded riverfront area, 

alteration may be allowed notwithstanding the criteria of 310 CMR 10.58(c), (d) 

and (e) at a ratio in square feet of at least 1:1 of restored area to area of alteration 

not conforming to the criteria.  Areas immediately along the river shall be selected 

for restoration.  Alteration not conforming to the criteria shall begin at the riverfront 

area boundary.  Restoration shall include 

1. removal of all debris, but retaining any trees or other mature vegetation; 

2. grading to a topography which reduces runoff and increases infiltration; 

3. coverage by topsoil at a depth consistent with natural conditions at the site; 

and 

4. seeding and planting with an erosion control seed mixture, followed by 

plantings of herbaceous and woody species appropriate to the site. 

Disturbance to unimproved or non-degraded portions of Riverfront Area is not 

proposed with this project. This project will not increase the amount of degraded 

Riverfront Area at the site as the bridge repair activities are proposed within the 

footprints of the existing bridge structure. Any disturbed areas will be stabilized 

upon completion of construction.  

(g) When an applicant proposes mitigation either on-site or in the riverfront area within 

the same general area of the river basin, alteration may be allowed notwithstanding 

the criteria of 310 CMR 10.58(c), (d), or (e) at a ratio in square feet of at least 2:1 

mitigation area to area of alteration not conforming to the criteria or an equivalent 

level of environmental protection where square footage is not a relevant measure.  

Alteration not conforming to the criteria shall begin at the riverfront area boundary.  

Mitigation may include off-site restoration of riverfront areas, conservation 

restrictions under M.G.L. c. 184 §§ 31 to 33 to preserve undisturbed riverfront area 

that could otherwise be altered under 310 CMR 10.00, the purchase of 
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development rights within the riverfront area, the restoration of bordering 

vegetated wetland, projects to remedy an existing adverse impact on the interests 

identified in M.G.L. c. 131 § 40 for which the applicant is not legally responsible, 

or similar activities undertaken voluntarily by the applicant which will support a 

determination by the issuing authority of no significant adverse impact.  Preference 

shall be given to potential mitigation projects, if any, identified in a River Basin 

Plan approved by the Secretary of the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs. 

The Project Site is highly constrained due to the nature of the proposed work as a 

bridge improvement project as well as the steep topography on-site, and thus on-

site mitigation and restoration is not feasible. Disturbance to non-degraded 

Riverfront Area is not anticipated with this project as proposed activities are 

confined to the existing bridge structure. Any disturbed areas will be stabilized 

upon completion of construction. 

4.1.4 Stormwater Management 

As the proposed project activities are limited to the components and footprint of the 

existing bridge, no new impervious surfaces or point source discharges will result from the 

proposed activities. Per the recommended final decision issued on July 29, 2016 in the 

Matter of Berkshire Community College Docket # WET-2015-023 from the MassDEP Office 

of Appeals and Dispute Resolution, it was ruled that 310 CMR 10.05(6)(k) through (q) 

does not apply to a project that does not propose a “point source” or “stormwater 

discharge” within resource areas or their Buffer Zones. 

4.1.5 Abutter Notification 

Abutters within 100 feet of the Project Locus were notified by Tighe & Bond in accordance 

with the MAWPA. Copies of the lists of abutters are provided in Appendix D. 

4.1.6 Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife 

In accordance with the requirements set forth at 310 CMR 10.59, a copy of this NOI has 

been submitted to NHESP.  

4.2 Massachusetts Endangered Species Act 
The proposed work activities associated with this project take place in both the Towns of 

Agawam and West Springfield. Table 4-2 below outlines the areas of rare species mapped 

by NHESP with relation to the limits of work for each respective town. A separate Notice 

of Intent has been prepared and submitted for the portion of the proposed work in West 

Springfield. 

TABLE 4-2 

Summary of NHESP Priority Habitat within the Project Locus 

Town NHESP Mapped Area 
(Acres) 

Percentage of Town-Specific 
Project Area 

Agawam 0.30 97% 

West Springfield 0.48 38% 
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BENCHMARK
BOUND (CONC, STONE, LAND COURT, ETC.)
CATCH BASIN - SQUARE
DISK (CA/T, USC&GS, LAND COURT, ETC.)
DRAIN MANHOLE
ELECTRIC MANHOLE
ELECTRIC METER
FLASHING BEACON
GAS GATE
GAS METER
GUY WIRE ANCHOR
FIRE HYDRANT
LIGHT POLE
MAG NAIL
CIRCULAR POST
SQUARE POST
REBAR/IRON PIN
RAILROAD SIGNAL
RAILROAD SWITCH
SEWER MANHOLE
TRAVERSE POINT
TREE
SIGN
SIGN - DOUBLE POST
UTILITY POLE W/ LIGHT
UTILITY POLE
WATER MANHOLE
WATER GATE
WETLAND FLAG
OVERHEAD CABLE/WIRE
CURBING
CONTOURS (ON-THE-GROUND SURVEY DATA)
UNDERGROUND DRAIN PIPE   (DOUBLE LINE 24 INCH AND OVER)
UNDERGROUND ELECTRIC DUCT   (DOUBLE LINE 24 INCH AND OVER)
UNDERGROUND GAS MAIN   (DOUBLE LINE 24 INCH AND OVER)
BALANCED STONE WALL
GUARD RAIL - STEEL POSTS
EROSION CONTROL BARRIER
TREE LINE
BANK OF RIVER
MHW (MEAN HIGH WATER)
100-FT BUFFER ZONE
200-FT RIVERFRONT AREA
TOWN OR CITY BOUNDARY LINE
PROPERTY LINE OR APPROXIMATE PROPERTY LINE
EASEMENT
LIMITS OF NATURAL HERITAGE
10-YEAR FLOOD ELEVATION
100-YEAR FLOOD ELEVATION

ABBREVIATIONS
GENERAL

ABAN ABANDON
APPROX. APPROXIMATE
A.C. ASPHALT CONCRETE
AC ASBESTOS CEMENT
ASB ASBESTOS
BOMO BOLT OVER MAIN OUTLET
BIT. BITUMINOUS
BC BOTTOM OF CURB
BD. BOUND
BL BASELINE
BLDG BUILDING
BM BENCHMARK
BR BRIDGE
CB CATCH BASIN
CC CEMENT CONCRETE CURB
CCM CEMENT CONCRETE MASONRY
CEM CEMENT
CI CURB INLET
CIP CAST IRON PIPE
CLF CHAIN LINK FENCE
CL CENTERLINE
CLF CHAIN LINK FENCE
CONC CONCRETE
CPP CORRUGATED PLASTIC PIPE
CRW CONCRETE RETAINING WALL
DBYL DOUBLE YELLOW LINE
DI DUCTILE IRON
DMH DRAIN MANHOLE
DSK DISK
DIA. DIAMETER
ELEV (or EL.) ELEVATION
EMH ELECTRIC MANHOLE
EOP (or EP) EDGE OF PAVEMENT
EHH ELECTRICAL HANDHOLE
FM FORCED MAIN
FOD FULL OF DEBRIS
GR GUARDRAIL
GRAV GRAVEL
HMA HOT MIX ASPHALT
HYD HYDRANT
INV INVERT
MAG MAG NAIL
MH MANHOLE
MHW MEAN HIGH WATER
N/F NOW OR FORMERLY
MPV NO PIPE VISIBLE
OHW OVERHEAD WIRE
PK PK NAIL
PL PROPERTY LINE
RCP REINFORCED CONCRETE PIPE
RET RETAINING
RRS RAILROAD SPIKE
R&D REMOVE AND DISPOSE
SGE SLOPED GRANITE EDGING
UTO UNABLE TO OBSERVE
SMH SEWER MANHOLE
SPK SPIKE
SRW STONE RETAINING WALL
STA STATION
SWL SOLID WHITE LINE
VC VITRIFIED CLAY PIPE
VGC VERTICAL GRANITE CURB
WDP WARNING DETECTION PAD
WL WATER LEVEL
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APPROX. APPROXIMATE
A.C. ASPHALT CONCRETE
AC ASBESTOS CEMENT
ASB ASBESTOS
BOMO BOLT OVER MAIN OUTLET
BIT. BITUMINOUS
BC BOTTOM OF CURB
BD. BOUND
BL BASELINE
BLDG BUILDING
BM BENCHMARK
BR BRIDGE
CB CATCH BASIN
CC CEMENT CONCRETE CURB
CCM CEMENT CONCRETE MASONRY
CEM CEMENT
CI CURB INLET
CIP CAST IRON PIPE
CLF CHAIN LINK FENCE
CL CENTERLINE
CLF CHAIN LINK FENCE
CONC CONCRETE
CPP CORRUGATED PLASTIC PIPE
CRW CONCRETE RETAINING WALL
DBYL DOUBLE YELLOW LINE
DI DUCTILE IRON
DMH DRAIN MANHOLE
DSK DISK
DIA. DIAMETER
ELEV (or EL.) ELEVATION
EMH ELECTRIC MANHOLE
EOP (or EP) EDGE OF PAVEMENT
EHH ELECTRICAL HANDHOLE
FM FORCED MAIN
FOD FULL OF DEBRIS
GR GUARDRAIL
GRAV GRAVEL
HMA HOT MIX ASPHALT
HS HIGH STRENGTH
HYD HYDRANT
INV INVERT
MAG MAG NAIL
MH MANHOLE
MHW MEAN HIGH WATER
N/F NOW OR FORMERLY
MPV NO PIPE VISIBLE
OHW OVERHEAD WIRE
PK PK NAIL
PL PROPERTY LINE
RCP REINFORCED CONCRETE PIPE
RET RETAINING
RRS RAILROAD SPIKE
R&D REMOVE AND DISPOSE
SGE SLOPED GRANITE EDGING
UTO UNABLE TO OBSERVE
SMH SEWER MANHOLE
SPK SPIKE
SRW STONE RETAINING WALL
STA STATION
SWL SOLID WHITE LINE
VC VITRIFIED CLAY PIPE
VGC VERTICAL GRANITE CURB
WDP WARNING DETECTION PAD

WL WATER LEVEL
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  1 

 Client: Town of Agawam 

Site:   Vietnam Veterans Memorial Bridge over the Westfield River 

Job Number: W-1975-059 

Photographic Log                                             

Photograph No.: 1 Date: 3/8/2023 Direction Taken: Southwest 

Description: View of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Bridge over the Westfield River from the north-
ern bank of the Westfield River. 

 

Photograph No.: 2 Date: 3/8/2023 Direction Taken: North 

Description: View of the pier of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Bridge over the Westfield River.  

 

Page 88 of 104



 

  2 

 Client: Town of Agawam 

Site:   Vietnam Veterans Memorial Bridge over the Westfield River 

Job Number: W-1975-059 

Photographic Log                                             

Photograph No.: 3 Date: 3/8/2023 Direction Taken: South/Southwest 

Description: View of the bridge abutment. 
 

 

Photograph No.: 4 Date: 3/8/2023 Direction Taken: South/Southwest 

Description: View of the existing conditions of the bridge deck and sidewalks. 
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Notification to Abutters 

By Hand Delivery, Certified Mail (return receipt requested), or Certificates of Mailing   

This is a notification required by law.  You are receiving this notification because you have been 

identified as the owner of land abutting another parcel of land for which certain activities are 

proposed.  Those activities require a permit under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 

(M.G.L. c. 131, § 40). 

 

In accordance with the second paragraph of the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act, and 310 

CMR 10.05(4)(a) of the Wetlands Regulations, you are hereby notified that: 

 

A.  A Notice of Intent was filed with the Agawam Conservation Commission on March 14, 2025, 

seeking permission to remove, fill, dredge, or alter an area subject to protection under M.G.L. 

c. 131 §40.  The following is a description of the proposed activity/activities: 

 

 

 

 

B.  The name of the applicant is: Agawam Department of Public Works 

C.  The address of the land where the activity is proposed is: Bridge Street, Agawam, MA 01001 

(Public Right-of-Way)  

D.  Copies of the Notice of Intent may be examined or obtained at the office of the Agawam 

Conservation Commission, located at 36 Main Street, Agawam, MA 01001.  The regular 

business hours of the Commission are Monday through Friday 8:30am to 4:30pm, and the 

Commission may be reached at 413-726-9737. 

E.  Copies of the Notice of Intent may be obtained from the applicant’s representative by calling 

Chad Raimer at 413-672-7296. An administrative fee may be applied for providing copies of 

the NOI and plans.  

F.  Information regarding the date, time, and location of the public hearing regarding the Notice 

of Intent may be obtained from the Agawam Conservation Commission.  Notice of the public 

hearing will be published at least five business days in advance, in the Agawam Advertisers 

News.  

Notification provided pursuant to the above requirement does not automatically confer standing to 

the recipient to request Departmental Action for the underlying matter.  See 310 CMR 

10.05(7)(a)4. 

This project proposes the rehabilitation and repair of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Bridge (Bridge Street 

over Westfield River).   
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Parcel ID Owner Owner Address Owner City Owner State Owner Zip Address
I17 1 21 CHENEY JONATHAN A 14 VALLEY ST AGAWAM MA 01001 14 VALLEY ST
I17 11 4 GAUDREAU CHRIS 12 KING AV AGAWAM MA 01001 KING AV
I17 11 2 GERENA DIONISIO 6 KING AV AGAWAM MA 01001 6 KING AV
I17 11 1 HILLIOS STEWART T PO BOX 1174 WEST SPRINGFIELD MA 01090 50 RIVER ST
I17 11 3 NIKULIN KONSTANTIN 20 KING AV AGAWAM MA 01001 20 KING AV
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May 31, 2023

Melissa Coady
Tighe & Bond
53 Southampton Road
Westfield, Massachusetts 01085

RE:        Project Location:             Bridge Street over Westfield River
              Town:                                Agawam, West Springfield
              Heritage Hub Form ID:   IR-63267
              NHESP Tracking No.:      -

To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for contacting the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) of the MA Division of 
Fisheries & Wildlife (the “Division”) for information regarding state-listed species in the vicinity of the above 
referenced site. Based on the information provided, this project site or a portion thereof is located within the 
current Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas. The following state-listed species are mapped for either Priority 
Habitat (PH) alone, or for both Priority Habitat (PH) and Estimated Habitat (EH), as indicated in the following 
table:

Scientific Name Common Name Taxonomic Group State Status EH PH

1038764Special 
Concern

MusselCreeperStrophitus undulatus

The species listed above is protected under the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) (M.G.L. c. 131A) 
and its implementing regulations (321 CMR 10.00). State-listed wildlife are also protected under the 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) (M.G.L. c. 131, s. 40) and its implementing regulations (310 CMR 
10.00). Fact sheets for most state-listed species can be found on our website (www.mass.gov/nhesp).

Please note that projects and activities located within Priority and/or Estimated Habitat must be reviewed by 
the Division for compliance with the state-listed species protection provisions of MESA (321 CMR 10.00) and/or 
the WPA (310 CMR 10.00).

Wetlands Protection Act (WPA)
If the project site is within Estimated Habitat and a Notice of Intent (NOI) is required, then a copy of the NOI 
must be submitted to the Division so that it is received at the same time as the local conservation 
commission. If the Division determines that the proposed project will adversely affect the actual Resource Area 
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2PageIR-63267NHESP No.

habitat of state-protected wildlife, then the proposed project may not be permitted (310 CMR 10.37, 10.58(4)(b) 
& 10.59). In such a case, the project proponent may request a consultation with the Division to discuss potential 
project design modifications that would avoid adverse effects to state-listed wildlife habitat.

A streamlined joint MESA/WPA review process is available. When filing an NOI, the applicant may file 
concurrently under the MESA and qualify for a 30-day streamlined joint review. Please visit our website for 
filing instructions: www.mass.gov/regulatory-review.

MA Endangered Species Act (MESA)
If the proposed project is located within Priority Habitat and is not exempt from review (see 321 CMR 10.14), 
then project plans, a fee, and other required materials must be submitted to the Division to determine 
whether a Take under the MA Endangered Species Act would occur (321 CMR 10.18). Please note that all 
proposed and anticipated development must be disclosed, as MESA does not allow project segmentation (321 
CMR 10.16). Please visit our website for filing instructions: www.mass.gov/regulatory-review.

We recommend that state-listed species habitat concerns be addressed during the project design phase prior to 
submission of a formal MESA filing, as avoidance and minimization of impacts to state-listed species and their 
habitats is likely to expedite regulatory review. Please visit our website for more information on how to 
request a pre-filing consultation with the Division: www.mass.gov/how-to/request-a-pre-filing-consultation

This evaluation is based on the most recent information available in the NHESP database, which is constantly 
being expanded and updated through ongoing research and inventory. If the purpose of your inquiry is to 
generate a species list to fulfill the federal Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) information 
requirements for a permit, proposal, or authorization of any kind from a federal agency, we recommend that 
you use the NOAA Fisheries Greater Atlantic Region ESA Section 7 Mapper 
(https://noaa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=1bc332edc5204e03b250ac11f9914a27) and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Information for Planning and Conservation website 
(https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac). If you have any questions regarding this letter please contact Melany Cheeseman, 
Endangered Species Review Assistant, at Melany.Cheeseman@mass.gov.

Sincerely,

Everose Schlüter, Ph.D.
Assistant Director
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DATE: March 19, 2025 Municipality AGAWAM

(city/town)

RE: NOTIFICATION OF WETLANDS PROTECTION ACT FILE NUMBER

The Department of Environmental Protection has received a Notice of Intent filed in accordance with the
Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L. c. 131, §40):

Applicant:

Address:

LOCUS:

TOWN OF AGAWAM DPW

1000 SUFFIELD STREET

BRIDGE STREET

Owner:

Address:

This project has been assigned the following file #  : WE 087-0705

Although a file # is being issued, please note the following:

Commissioner

BONNIE HEIPLE

Secretary

REBECCA L. TEPPER

Lieutenant Governor

KIMBERLEY DRISCOLL

Governor

MAURA T. HEALEY

A FILE NUMBER ONLY INDICATES THAT THE APPLICATION CONTAINS THE MINIMAL
SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS AND IS ADMINISTRATIVELY COMPLETE - NOT THAT THE
INFORMATION IN THE APPLICATION IS ADEQUATE FOR ISSUANCE OF AN ORDER OF
CONDITIONS.

436 DWIGHT STREET,  SPRINGFIELD,  MA  01103  413-784-1100

WESTERN REGIONAL OFFICE

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENERGY &  ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

AGAWAM, MA 01001

[1] The applicant needs to propose an improvement over existing conditions, per 310 CMR 10.58(5)(a).  The
improvement is over and above the project purpose.

[2] The commission needs to wait to close the public hearing until NHESP has issued its determination.

[3] It may be that some of the south abutment work is located on property that is not in the right of way.  If that is the
case, then that owner needs to sign the NOI or a temporary construction easement needs to be acquired by the
applicant.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact: MARK STINSON @ (413)-961-9583

Cc: Agawam Conservation Commission, TOWN HALL, 36 MAIN STREET, Agawam, MA, 01001
       Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program, Div of Fisheries & Wildlife Route 135, North Drive,
Westborough, MA, 01581
       Representative: TIGHE & BOND, INC., 53 SOUTHAMPTON ROAD, WESTFIELD, MA, 01085

This information is available in alternate format. Call Donald M. Gomes, ADA Coordinator at 617-556-1057. TDD# 1-866-539-7622 or 1-617-574-6868.
http://www.mass.gov/dep

 Printed on Recycled Paper

TOWN OF AGAWAM DPW
1000 SUFFIELD STREET
AGAWAM, MA 01001
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AGAWAM CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

March 27, 2025 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Henry Kozloski, Chair 

Keven Brown 

S Page Fallon  

Sheryl Becker 

Frank Meagher 

Jill Ward 

Magda Galiatsos 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

  

ALSO PRESENT: 

Stefanie Kesecker 

 

 

Mr. Kozloski called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 

 

1.  6:00PM REQUEST FOR DETERMINATION-202 River Road-Lomax 

 

Engineer Gary Weiner was present for this agenda item as well as the petitioners Heather and Pat 

Lomax.  He stated they are requesting to remove the existing septic system and to connect to the 

existing sewer on River Road.  He stated he has spoken to the Board of Health in regards to 

abandoning the septic tank.  He went on to say they have applied with DPW for a connection 

permit, and to Mass Highway because River Road is a State road that requires an access permit.  

He stated there will be no changes made to the elevation.   

 

Mr. Kozloski stated this is an exempt activity.  He asked what would happen to the septic tank.  

Mr. Weiner stated in normal abandonment the tank is pumped, and either holes are punched into 

the bottom of the concrete so no water accumulates, or the tank is crushed.  He stated in this case 

it will be removed due to where the new construction will take place.   

 

There was no input from the public. 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Brown and seconded by Ms. Ward to issue a Negative Determination 

for 202 River Road-Lomax. 

 

     VOTE 7-0-0 

 

2.  6:05PM PUBLIC HEARING-NOTICE OF INTENT-Bridge Street-Town of 

Agawam DPW 
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Andrea Lacasse, with Tighe & Bond was present for this agenda item.  She states she has been 

working with Towns of Agawam and West Springfield on a preservation project for the Veterans 

Memorial Bridge.  She stated a 2021 Mass DOT inspection revealed numerous deficiencies.  She 

stated the proposed improvements include:  repairs to drainage, sidewalk and guardrail repairs, 

concrete repairs to the substructure of the bridge, repairs to steel and bearings below the deck, 

and waterproofing and repaving the top deck.  She stated the work will take place in 3 phases. 

Phase 1 will include, south abutment concrete repairs, guardrail repair, pier repairs, sidewalk 

repair, and drainage/scupper repair.  Phase 2 will include, bridge joint repair, pavement exaction 

and waterproofing, and curbing repairs.  Phase 3 will include, replace and paint bearings, exterior 

girder repairs, and any sections that can be cleaned, painted, and sealed.  She stated no work will 

take place within the water, but from decks or a platform. 

Ms.  Lacasse stated they are waiting to hear from National Heritage and Endangered Species 

Program NHESP, and they have also coordinated with MASS DEP.  She stated the proposed 

alterations impact 1,900 sq. ft. of riverfront area.   

Mr. Kozloski asked what work would occur in the abutment.  Ms. Lacasse stated repair work for 

areas in which the concrete is or has deteriorated.  She stated the contractor would collect any 

debris this work creates.  Mr. Kozloski asked if a mat would be used. Ms. Lacasse stated they are 

trying to be more proactive to keep debris to a minimum, and have the debris catchment closer to 

the work.  

Ms. Ward asked when the projected start date would be.  Ms. Lacasse stated the first phase 

would start in July/August and be completed by November.  She stated the contractor recognizes 

traffic during the Big E and construction may not occur during the Expo. 

Mr. Meagher asked if the bridge would be closed during repairs. Ms. Lacasse stated the bridge 

would be open. 

Mr. Fallon asked if most of the work would be done while suspended or on ladders. Ms. Lacasse 

stated yes.  Mr. Fallon asked if the existing footprint would change. Ms. Lacasse stated no.   

Mr. Brown asked if there would be any tree clearing. Ms. Lacasse stated no. 

Ms. Galiatsos asked if most of the work was occurring on the West Springfield side. Ms. Lacasse 

stated yes as that side of the bridge has more structural issues. 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

Ms. Lacasse requested to continue this public hearing to the April 10, 2025 meeting. 

 

Motion was made by Ms. Ward and seconded by Mr. Meagher to continue PUBLIC HEARING-

NOTICE OF INTENT-Bridge Street-Town of Agawam DPW, to the April 10, 2025 meeting, as 

requested. 

 

     VOTE 7-0-0 

 

1.  REQUEST FOR DETERMINATION CONT-409, 411, 421, 427 Southwick Street-

Cascio & Metz. 

 

The Conservation Commission received a request from the petitioner to withdraw without 

prejudice the Request for Determination- 409,411, 421, 427 Southwick Street. 
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Motion was made by Ms. Ward and seconded by Mr. Meagher to accept the request to withdraw, 

without prejudice the Request for Determination- 409, 411, 421, 427 Southwick Street-Cascio & 

Metz. 

 

     VOTE 7-0-0 

 

2.  PUBLIC HEARING CONT.-NOTICE OF INTENT-1014 North St Ext-VIP Homes 

& Associates, LLC (continued to April 24, 2025) 

 

This agenda item was previously continued. 

 

3.  Discussion-32 Shoemaker Lane 

 

Michael Riley was present for this agenda item.  He stated he was seeking to put about 7,000 to 

9,000 sq. ft. of dirt in a non-jurisdictional wetland, rather than take it offsite per the Order of 

Conditions.  He also would like to amend the silt sock fence line. He stated this would be a cost 

saving measure for him.  Ms. Kesecker informed the Commission that Ms. Egerton had spoken 

to Michael McHugh with MASS DEP and he strongly discourages filling the isolated wetland.  

He stated it may trigger a 401 water quality certifiation.  He suggested storage adjacent to the 

wetland.  The Commission held discussion and the applicant decided against using the non-

jurisdictional wetland as a temporary fill area, and he will continue to haul fill offsite, as required 

in the Order of Conditions. 

 

4.  ENFORCEMENT ORDER UPDATES 

 

None 

 

5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES-February 13, 2025 & March 13, 2025 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Brown and seconded by Ms. Ward to approve the February 13, 2025 

minutes, as amended. 

 

     VOTE 7-0-0 

 

Motion was made by Ms. Ward and seconded by Mr. Brown to approve the March 13, 2025 

minutes, as written. 

 

     VOTE 6-0-1(Galiatsos) 

 

6.  Correspondence and Complaints 

 

The Commission received a complaint regarding dumping of woodchips and lawn debris in the 

pond on the property that abuts 131 North West Street. A letter was sent to the property owner to 

contact the office to set up a site visit. 
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Motion was made by Mr. Brown and seconded by Ms. Galiatsos to adjourn the meeting. 

 

     VOTE 7-0-0 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:50pm. 
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