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City Council 
AGENDA 

Monday, May 4, 2026 - 7:00 PM 

Regular Meeting 
Agawam Senior Center 

954 Main Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 

 

A. ROLL CALL 

B. MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

C. CITIZEN'S SPEAK TIME 

D. MINUTES 

 1) Regular Council Meeting – April 21, 2026  

E. DECLARATION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

F. PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS 

 1) TR-2026-16 - A Resolution authorizing the adoption of Orders of Taking for the Intersection 
Improvement Project at Cooper Street, Suffield Street and Rowley Street under the authority of 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40 §14 and Chapter 79 for the purpose of reconstructing the 
intersection of Cooper Street, Suffield Street and Rowley Street (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) 
(Tabled 4/21/26) 

 2) TR-2026-28 - A Resolution relative to the approval of the Western Hampden District Veterans 
Services Inter-Municipal Agreement between the City of Agawam and the Towns of Granville, 
Russell, Southwick, and Tolland (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) (Referred to Community 
Relations Committee) 

 3) TR-2026-29 - A Resolution Supporting House Bill 5290 and Senate Bill 2285 which establishes 
"One Touch Make Ready Applications” in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (Sponsored by 
Councilors Hendrickson, Sandlin, and Borgatti) (Referred to Community Relations Committee) 

 4) TR-2026-30 - A Resolution to appropriate funds for the successor collective bargaining agreement 
by and between the Agawam Department of Public Works Employees’ Association and the Town 
of Agawam (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) 

G. ELECTIONS 

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
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 1) (PH-2026-4) TR-2026-20 - A Resolution adopting the Fiscal Year 2027 to Fiscal Year 2031 
Capital Improvement Plan (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)  

 2) (PH-2026-5) ZC-2026-2 - Petition for zone change by Charlie’s Garden Park, L.L.C. for property 
located at 1399 Suffield Street, Agawam, Hampden County, Massachusetts (Assessor Parcel I3-2-7) 
and property known as Parcel 2 Suffield Street, Agawam, Hampden County, Massachusetts 
(Assessor Parcel I3-2-31) (Referred to Legislative Committee) –Public Hearing Date set for 
May 18, 2026 

I. OLD BUSINESS 

 1) TO-2026-5 - Budgetary Transfer of $69,195.00 from Salary Reserve accounts to various 
Department of Public Works accounts  

J. NEW BUSINESS 

 1) TR-2026-31 -  A Resolution relative to the approval of an Inter-Municipal Agreement between the 
City of Agawam and The Town of Southwick regarding the Polverari/Southwick Animal Control 
Facility (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) 

 2) TR-2026-32 - A Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to enter into Lease Agreements with Solect 
Energy Development LLC for the construction, operation and maintenance of solar powered 
electric generating projects at: Agawam High School, 760 Cooper Street, Agawam, MA; Agawam 
Public Library, 750 Cooper Street, Agawam, MA; Benjamin J. Phelps School, 689 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA; James Clark School, 65 Oxford Street, Agawam, MA; Clifford M. Granger School, 
31 So. Westfield Street, Agawam, MA; William P. Sapelli School, 65 Begley Street, Agawam, MA 
(Sponsoredby Mayor Johnson) 

 3) TR-2026-33 - A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into Power Purchase Agreement with 
Solect Energy Development LLC to purchase the electric energy produced by solar powered 
electric generating projects at: Agawam High School, 760 Cooper Street, Agawam, MA; Agawam 
Public Library, 750 Cooper Street, Agawam, MA; Benjamin J. Phelps School, 689 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA; James Clark School, 65 Oxford Street, Agawam, MA; Clifford M. Granger School, 
31 So. Westfield Street, Agawam, MA; William P. Sapelli School, 65 Begley Street, Agawam, MA 
(Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) 

 4) TR-2026-34- A Resolution adopting the Fiscal Year 2027 Annual Operating Budget for the City of 
Agawam (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) – Suggest a Public Hearing Date of June 1, 2026  

 5) TR-2026-35 - A Resolution to appropriate Two Hundred Thirty-Six Thousand Six Hundred Sixteen 
and 34/100 ($236,616.34) from the Municipal Golf Stabilization Fund to purchase course 
maintenance equipment (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) 

 6) TO-2026-6 - Budgetary Transfer of $10,000.00 from Clerk Regular Temporary (#11611- 51020) to 
Line Items – Postage (#16602-52250)  

 7) TO-2026-7 - Budgetary Transfer of $95,240.06 from DPW Reserve (#16605-57300) to DPW Snow 
& Ice Overtime (#14201-51031) 

 8) TO-2026-8 - Budgetary Transfer of $40,242.50 from DPW Reserve (#16605-57300) to DPW 
Equipment Rentals – Snow (#14202-52071) 
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 9) TO-2026-9 - An Order accepting a Special Permit to amend the Class 2 Dealer License for Chris 
Auto South, 207 Main Street, Agawam, MA 

 10) ZC-2026-3 - Petition for Zone Change by Chanda Care, Inc. on behalf of VIP Homes & Associates, 
LLC for property located at 430 North West Street, Feeding Hills section of Agawam, Hampden 
County, Massachusetts (Assessor Parcel C13-4-4) from the Business B District to the Residence A-
2 District – Refer to Planning Board and Suggest a Public Hearing Date of June 15, 2026 

K. ANY OTHER MATTER THAT MAY LEGALLY COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL 

L. ADJOURNMENT 

 Please note that this meeting can be viewed live on Channel 15 (standard definition) or Channel 1074 
(high definition) and will also be live-streamed on the town’s website (www.agawam.ma.us) 
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R LEVESQUE ASSOCIATES, INC. 
A L AND PL ANNING SERVICES COMPANY 
40 School Street, Westfield, MA 01085 
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Request for Zoning Map Amendment 
Under Town of Agawam Zoning Ordinance Section 180-3 – Building Zone Map. 
 

 

Proposed Underlying & Overlay District 
Zoning Map Amendment 

 
 
Project Location:  
1399 Suffield Street & Parcel 2 Suffield Street 
Agawam, Massachusetts 01001 
(Parcel IDs: I3-2-7 & I3-2-31) 
 

Submitted To:  
Town of Agawam City Council 
36 Main Street 
Agawam, Massachusetts 01001 
 

Applicant & Property Owner: 
Charlie’s Garden Park, LLC 
c/o Clark Dore, Manager 
1775 Main Street 
Agawam, Massachusetts 01001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RLA Project File No. 260116 

March 23, 2026 
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March 23, 2026 
 
Anthony J. Russo, Council President 
Town of Agawam City Council 
36 Main Street 
Agawam, Massachusetts 01001  
 
RE:  Request for Zoning Map Amendment 

1399 Suffield Street & Parcel 2 Suffield Street  
Agawam, Massachusetts 01001  
(Parcel IDs: I3-2-7 & I3-2-31) 
RLA Project File No. 260116 

 
Dear President Russo and Councilors:  
 
On behalf of the applicant and property owner, Charlie’s Garden Park, LLC c/o Clark Dore, Manager, 
R Levesque Associates, Inc. is submitting this Request for Zoning Map Amendment for the above-
referenced properties in Agawam, Massachusetts.  
 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
 
The subject properties are located on the corner of Suffield Street and South Street and consist of 
approximately 6.28 ± cumulative acres. The subject properties are owned by Charlie’s Garden Park, 
LLC and are recorded under the Hampden County Registry of Deeds in Book 25589, Page 309. A copy 
of the deed reference is included within this petition packet under Section 3. According to the Town of 
Agawam Zoning Map, 1399 Suffield Street is split zoned between Business A and Residence A-2, and 
Parcel 2 Suffield Street is split zoned between Business A, Residence A-2, and Agricultural. A Locus Map 
depicting the properties’ location and current zoning is included within this petition packet under Section 
2. 
 
ZONING MAP AMENDMENT PETITION 
 
The petitioner respectfully requests that the Town of Agawam grant the above-referenced Zoning Map 
Amendment under the Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40A Section 5 to amend the Town of 
Agawam Building Zone Map to allow for underlying zoning of Business A (2.17 ± acres) and Agricultural 
(4.11 ± acres), with the application of the Business C Mixed-Use Overlay District over the proposed 
Business A portion of the properties. Please see the accompanying filing plan for demarcation of the 
proposed zone lines. 
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
The proposed zoning amendment is intended to allow for mixed light commercial and residential 
development on the site appropriate to the neighborhood. The proposed application of the Mixed-Use 
Business C overlay would support mixed-uses on the subject property that aligns with the transition from 
commercial to residential. 
 
STATEMENT OF JUSTIFICATION 
 
Facts to support a finding that the proposed Zoning Map Amendment will be desirable and without 
substantial detriment to the public good: 
 

1. Rezoning the property will create opportunities for residential and mixed-use development that 
can make efficient use of the site while supporting the availability of housing and neighborhood-
serving uses. 

2. The requested amendment will not result in a substantial detriment to the public good, as the 
surrounding area already contains residential neighborhoods and a mix of uses similar to those 
allowed within the Mixed-Use Business C overlay. The overlay is specifically designed to ensure 
that commercial and residential activities are compatible with one another and with surrounding 
properties.  

3. The site contains sufficient area and configuration to accommodate residential or mixed-use 
development while providing appropriate circulation, open space, and site design elements 
consistent with the district’s development standards. 

4. The Mixed-Use Business C overlay encourages development that integrates residential uses with 
small-scale commercial or service uses in a manner that supports pedestrian activity, 
neighborhood services, and a high-quality built environment. Allowing this overlay at the subject 
properties will promote a more appropriate transition between residential areas and nearby 
commercial activity while supporting future development that is compatible with the surrounding 
neighborhood. 

5. The underlying zoning of Business A, with Agricultural zoning along the north and east property 
lines, establishes a framework that preserves the existing development pattern and character of 
the area. The proposed Mixed-Use Business C overlay builds upon this foundation by allowing 
for context-sensitive infill and redevelopment, rather than introducing uses or intensities that 
would be inconsistent with the surrounding environment.  
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2.    LOCUS MAP 

(SOURCE: TOWN OF AGAWAM GIS) 
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Locus Map

The information depicted on this map is for planning purposes only.
It is not adequate for legal boundary definition, regulatory 
interpretation, or parcel-level analyses.

3/16/2026 9:32:33 AM

Scale is approximate
Scale:
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3.   DEED REFERENCE 

(SOURCE: HAMPDEN COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS) 
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APPENDIX A: SITE PLAN 

SITE PLAN ENTITLED “PROPOSED ZONING MAP AMENDMENT” 

PREPARED FOR CHARLIE’S GARDEN PARK, LLC 

PREPARED BY R LEVESQUE ASSOCIATES, INC.  

DATED MARCH 17, 2026 
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APPENDIX B: COLOR RENDERING 

PREPARED BY R LEVESQUE ASSOCIATES, INC.  
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         Town of Agawam 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Legal Notice 

 
Town of Agawam 

 
The Agawam Planning Board will hold a public hearing on Thursday, May 7, 2026 at 6:00pm and the 
Agawam City Council will hold a public hearing on Monday, May 18, 2026 at 7:00pm, both in the 
Veterans Hall at the Agawam Senior Center, 954 Main Street, Agawam, MA.  The purpose of these 
hearings will be to hear the petition of Charlie’s Garden Park for a zone change request for 1399 Suffield 
Street and Parcel 2 Suffield Street from Business A, Agricultural, and Residence A-2 to just Business 
A and Agricultural and to include the parcels in the Mixed-Use Business C Overlay District. City 
Council’s public hearing will be livestreamed on the Town of Agawam’s website at www.agawam.ma.us 
and will also be televised on Cable Access Channel 15 or Channel 1074. Copies of the proposed zone 
change can be obtained from the Planning Department between the hours of 7:30am and 3:30pm at the 
Agawam DPW, 1000 Suffield Street, Agawam, MA or by emailing the Office of the City Clerk for an 
electronic copy at vgioscia@agawam.ma.us 
 
By Order Of: 
 
Violet Baldwin, Chair  & Anthony Russo, President 
Agawam Planning Board             Agawam City Council  
 
 
 
Advertise: Thursday, April 23, 2026 and Thursday, April 30, 2026 
 
cc:  Dept. of Housing & Community Development, Boston 
 Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 
 Planning Boards of: 
   Longmeadow 
   Southwick 
   Springfield 
   Suffield, CT 
   West Springfield 
   Westfield 
 

         36 Main Street   Agawam, Massachusetts 01001-1801 

 Tel. 413-786-0400        Fax 413-786-9927 
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R LEVESQUE ASSOCIATES, INC. 
A L AND PL ANNING SERVICES COMPANY 
40 School Street, Westfield, MA 01085 
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Request for Zoning Map Amendment 
Under Town of Agawam Zoning Ordinance § 180-3 – Districts enumerated; Building Zone Map. 

 

Proposed Residence A-2 (RA-2) District 
 
 
Project Location:  
430 North West Street 
Feeding Hills, Massachusetts 01030 
(Parcel ID: C13-4-4) 
 

Submitted To:  
Town of Agawam City Council 
36 Main Street 
Agawam, Massachusetts 01001 
 

Applicant: 
Chanda Care, Inc. 
c/o Chantal Bernard 
723 Main Street 
Agawam, Massachusetts 01001 
 

Property Owner: 
VIP Homes & Associates, LLC 
c/o Mr. Valdimir Ruha 
29 Avalon Place 
Feeding Hills, Massachusetts 01030 
 
 
RLA Project File No. 260314 

April 17, 2026 
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April 17, 2026 
 
Anthony J. Russo, Council President 
Town of Agawam City Council 
36 Main Street 
Agawam, Massachusetts 01001  
 
RE:  Request for Zoning Map Amendment 

430 North West Street 
Feeding Hills, Massachusetts 01030 
(Parcel ID: C13-4-4) 

 RLA Project File No. 260314 
 
Dear President Russo and Councilors:  
 
On behalf of the applicant, Chanda Care, Inc., R Levesque Associates, Inc. is submitting this Request for 
Zoning Map Amendment for the above-referenced property in Feeding Hills, Massachusetts.  
 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
 
The subject property is located east of North West Street and north of North Street Extension and consists 
of approximately 1.36 ± acres. The subject property is owned by VIP Homes & Associates, LLC and is 
recorded under the Hampden County Registry of Deeds in Book 21927, Page 342. A copy of the deed 
reference is included within this petition packet under Section 3. According to the Town of Agawam online 
Assessor’s database, the subject property is located within the Business B (BB) zoning district. A Locus 
Map depicting the property’s location and current zoning is included within this petition packet under 
Section 2. 
 
ZONING MAP AMENDMENT PETITION 
 
The petitioner respectfully requests that the Town of Agawam grant the above-referenced Zoning Map 
Amendment under the Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40A Section 5 to amend the Town of 
Agawam Building Zone Map to allow for the entirety of the subject property to be rezoned to the 
Residence A-2 (RA-2) zoning district, as promulgated under Article III of the local zoning regulations.  
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
The proposed zoning amendment is intended to allow for residential development on the site. The 
proposed zoning map amendment would support residential use on the subject property that aligns with 
allowable uses within the Residence A-2 (RA-2) district. 
 
STATEMENT OF JUSTIFICATION 
 
Facts to support a finding that the proposed Zoning Map Amendment will be desirable and without 
substantial detriment to the public good: 
 

1. The applicant intends to rezone the property from a business-oriented zoning district to a 
residential-oriented zoning district to allow for future development and improvements at this 
site. 

2. There is no significant impact to the neighborhood in requesting the proposed Zoning Map 
Amendment as residential areas currently exist within the general vicinity of the subject 
property. 

3. The subject property is well suited for residential use and has ample space to utilize.  
4. The subject property is in a primarily residentially utilized neighborhood, and the proposed 

use of the site better aligns with the neighborhood than the existing allowable business uses.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Understanding the above, the proposed Zoning Map Amendment is not detrimental to the public good 
and does not substantially derogate from the intent of and purpose of the Town of Agawam Zoning 
Ordinance. Based on the foregoing, and all the supplemental information attached, the applicant 
respectfully requests that the Town of Agawam grant the requested Zoning Map Amendment under the 
Town of Agawam Zoning Ordinance to allow for the entirety of the subject property to be rezoned to the 
Residence A-2 (RA-2) zoning district. 
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2.    LOCUS MAP 

(SOURCE: TOWN OF AGAWAM GIS) 
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Locus Map

The information depicted on this map is for planning purposes only.
It is not adequate for legal boundary definition, regulatory 
interpretation, or parcel-level analyses.
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3.   DEED REFERENCE 

(SOURCE: HAMPDEN COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS) 
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APPENDIX A: SITE PLAN  

SITE PLAN ENTITLED “PROPOSED ZONE” 

PREPARED FOR CHANDA CARE, INC. 

PREPARED BY R LEVESQUE ASSOCIATES, INC.  

DATED MARCH 24, 2026 
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40 School Street  ·  P.O. Box 640  ·  Westfield, MA 01086

R LEVESQUE ASSOCIATES, INC

Z-2
DRAWING#

3-24-2026DATE: 260314JOB NO.:

REVISION: DATE: PROPOSED ZONE
430 North West Street, Agawam

FOR

Chanda Care, Inc R L A

Landscape Architects · Civil Engineers · Land Surveys · Environmental Consultants
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