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City Council 
AGENDA 

Monday, March 2, 2026 - 7:00 PM 

Regular Meeting 
Agawam Senior Center 

954 Main Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 

 

A. ROLL CALL 

B. MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

C. CITIZEN'S SPEAK TIME 

D. MINUTES 

 1) Regular Council Meeting – February 17, 2026 

E. DECLARATION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

 1) Special Presentation – Rosie Robotics 

F. PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS 

 1) TR-2026-6       - A Resolution appropriating Water Fund Certified Retained Earnings to the Water 
Stabilization Fund (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) (Referred to Finance Committee) 

 2) TR-2026-7       - A Resolution appropriating Wastewater Fund Certified Retained Earnings to the 
Wastewater Stabilization Fund (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) (Referred to Finance Committee) 

 3) TR-2026-8       - A Resolution appropriating Municipal Golf Fund Certified Retained Earnings to 
the Municipal Golf Stabilization Fund (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) (Referred to Finance 
Committee) 

 4) TR-2026-9       - A Resolution appropriating Municipal Golf Stabilization Fund to the Capital 
Stabilization Fund (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) (Referred to Finance Committee) 

G. ELECTIONS 

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 1) (PH-2026-1) ZC-2026-1           - Petition for Zone Change by Sergey Dikan for property located at 
515 Mill Street, Feeding Hills section of Agawam, Hampden County, Massachusetts (Assessor 
Parcel H10-2-19) and Mikhail Ashlaban and Tamara Ashlaban for property located at 533 Mill 
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Street, Feeding Hills section of Agawam, Hampden County, Massachusetts (Assessor Parcel H10- 
1-4) from the Residence A-2 District, the Business B District, and the Agricultural District to the 
Residence A-2 District (Referred to Legislative Committee) - City Council Public Hearing Date 
set for March 16, 2026 

I. OLD BUSINESS 

 1) TO-2026-2      - Voucher list for MMA reimbursements $1,319.83 (City Council) 

J. NEW BUSINESS 

 1) TR-2026-10     - A Resolution to appropriate funds for the successor Collective Bargaining 
Agreement by and between AFL-CIO Local 1973 Firefighters Association and the Town of 
Agawam (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) 

 2) TR-2026-11     - A Resolution to accept the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 
138, Section 12D which allows for the conversion of on-premises wine and malt beverages licenses 
to on-premises all alcoholic beverages licenses (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) 

 3) TR-2026-12     - A Resolution in support of the Massachusetts State Auditor’s efforts to audit the 
legislature (Sponsored by Councilors Bitzas, Calabrese, McNair, and Mercadante) 

 4) TR-2026-13     - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of John L. Bonavita, 109 Liberty 
Street, Agawam, Ma to the Agawam Veterans Council for a term expiring April 1, 2029 (Sponsored 
by Christopher C. Johnson, Mayor) 

 5) TO-2026-3      - Budgetary Transfer of $111,185.80 from Salary Reserve Line item #16606- 57350 
to various Fire Department Line Items to fund the first year of new collective bargaining agreement 
with AFL-CIO, Local 1973 Firefighters Association 

K. ANY OTHER MATTER THAT MAY LEGALLY COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL 

L. ADJOURNMENT 

 Please note that this meeting can be viewed live on Channel 15 (standard definition) or Channel 1074 
(high definition) and will also be live-streamed on the town’s website (www.agawam.ma.us) 
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 REGULAR MEETING OF THE AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes dated February 17, 2026 
 

Council President Anthony Russo called the meeting to order at 7:00pm in at the Agawam Senior Center Veterans 
Hall. 
 
A.  ROLL CALL - 10 PRESENT, 1 ABSENT  
 
Roll Call taken with the following Councilors present: George Bitzas, Edward Borgatti, Cecilia Calabrese (remote), 
Thomas Hendrickson, Peter McNair, Dino Mercadante, Christine Rickmon, Robert Rossi, Anthony Russo, Rosemary 
Sandlin, and Anthony Suffriti.  With eleven present, there was a quorum.   
 
B.  MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
C. CITIZEN’S SPEAK TIME 
 
Council President Russo read Rule 19 of the City Council Rules and Regulations regarding Citizen’s Speak Time. 
 
Guy Qvistgaard, 123 Line Street – spoke on Council decorum 
Carolyn Qvistgaard, 123 Line Street – spoke on Council decorum 
Uduak Enyiema, 196 Meadow Street – spoke on building a welcoming community 
Corlene Roberts, 15 Provin Mountain Drive – spoke on Council decorum 
Lynn Barsh, 32 Villa Drive – spoke on certain Councilor’s statements 
Catherine McDougal, 22 Vadnais Street – spoke about a certain councilor’s remarks and disability access 
Daniel Arventos, 579 Cooper Street – spoke about Council decorum  
Aleks Wrobel, 27 Hastings Street – spoke about Council comments 
Corinne Wingard, 194 Elm Street – spoke about Council comments 
Will Clark, 26 High Meadow Road – spoke about the BESS PILOT 
Denis Doroshenko, 471 Barry Street – spoke about Council comments 
Brian Bacis, 65 Federal Street Ext – spoke about Council comments 
Nick Dion, 325 Adams Street – spoke about Council comments 
Douglas Reed, 10 Shelley Lane – spoke about the new Agawam tartan plaid for St. Patrick’s Day 
 
D. MINUTES 

  
1. Regular Council Meeting – February 2, 2026 
 
Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilor Sandlin.  Voice vote approved. 
 
E. DECLARATION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 
None. 
 
F. PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS   
 
1. TR-2026- 4 - A Resolution confirming the appointment of Mario Tedeschi, 150 Juniper Ridge Drive, 
Feeding Hills to the Agawam Golf Commission to a term expiring on December 31, 2029 (Sponsored by Mayor 
Johnson) 
 
Motion to approve made by Councilor Rossi and seconded by Councilor Hendrickson.  Councilor Sandlin said Mr. 
Tedeschi is a hard-working businessman in town who volunteers his time and urge everyone’s support. 
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The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the appointment.  Council President Russo thanked Mr. Tedeschi for 
volunteering. 
 
2. TR-2026-5 - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Marilyn Lake, 142 Brookfield Lane, 
Agawam to the Whiting Street & Thomas Pyne Fund Commission to a term expiring on December 31, 2028 
(Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) 
 
Motion to approve made by Councilor Rossi and seconded by Councilor Sandlin.  
 
The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the appointment.  Council President Russo thanked Ms. Lake for continuing to 
serve. 
 
G. ELECTIONS 
 
None. 

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS   
 
None. 
 
I. OLD BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
J. NEW BUSINESS 
 
1, TR-2026-6 - A Resolution appropriating Water Fund Certified Retained Earnings to the Water 
Stabilization Fund (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) 
 
Referred to Finance Committee, next Agenda. 
 
2. TR-2026-7 - A Resolution appropriating Wastewater Fund Certified Retained Earnings to the 
Wastewater Stabilization Fund (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) 
 
Referred to Finance Committee, next Agenda. 
 
3. TR-2026-8 - A Resolution appropriating Municipal Golf Fund Certified Retained Earnings to the 
Municipal Golf Stabilization Fund (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) 
 
Referred to Finance Committee, next Agenda. 
 
4. TR-2026-9 - A Resolution appropriating Municipal Golf Stabilization Fund to the Capital 
Stabilization Fund (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) 
 
Referred to Finance Committee, next Agenda. 
 
5. TO-2026-2 - Voucher list for MMA reimbursements $1,319.83 (City Council) 
 
Next Agenda. 
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6. ZC-2026-1 - Petition for Zone Change by Sergey Dikan for property located at 515 Mill Street, 
Feeding Hills section of Agawam, Hampden County, Massachusetts (Assessor Parcel H10-2-19) and Mikhail 
Ashlaban and Tamara Ashlaban for property located at 533 Mill Street, Feeding Hills section of Agawam, 
Hampden County, Massachusetts (Assessor Parcel H10-1-4) from the Residence A-2 District, the Business B 
District, and the Agricultural District to the Residence A-2 District – Refer to Planning Board and suggest City 
Council Public Hearing Date of March 16, 2026 
 
Council President Russo officially referred the item to the Planning Board and referred it to the Legislative Committee.  
He set the City Council Public Hearing date for March 16, 2026. 

K. ANY OTHER MATTER THAT MAY LEGALLY COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL 
 
Councilor McNair congratulated Trevor Moynihan for reaching the 1000 point milestone for AHS basketball.  
Councilor Rickmon requested forming a sub-committee for reviewing the Rules and Regulations.  Councilor Rossi 
noted that we will be having a workshop to discuss the rules.  Councilor Bitzas read a speech into record.  Councilor 
Borgatti informed everyone of a celebrity bartending event at Dunn’s Tavern and said he had a sneak peek at the 
Agawam tartan plaid and loved it! 
 
L.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn made all around the house.  Meeting adjourned at 7:48pm. 
               
 
 
Meeting video can be watched under Meeting Videos on the town website at the following link: 
 
http://agawamvod.cablecast.tv/internetchannel/show/2734?site=1 
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Request for Zoning Map Amendment 
Under Town of Agawam Zoning Ordinance § 180-3 – Districts enumerated; Building Zone Map. 
 

 

Proposed Residence A-2 (RA-2) Zoning 
District 
 
 
Project Location:  
515 Mill Street & 533 Mill Street 
Agawam, Massachusetts 01001 
(Assessor’s Parcel IDs: H10-2-19 & H10-1-4) 
 

Submitted To:  
Town of Agawam City Council 
36 Main Street 
Agawam, Massachusetts 01001 
 

Applicant(s) & Property Owner(s): 
Of 515 Mill Street       Of 533 Mill Street 
Sergey Dikan        Mikhail Ashlaban 
114 Birch Hill Road       533 Mill Street 
Agawam, Massachusetts 01001     Agawam, Massachusetts 01001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RLA Project File No. 250105 

January 26, 2026 
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January 26, 2026 
 
Rosemary Sandlin, Council President 
Town of Agawam City Council 
36 Main Street 
Agawam, Massachusetts 01001  
 
RE:  Request for Zoning Map Amendment – Proposed Residence A-2 (RA-2) Zoning District 

515 Mill Street & 533 Mill Street  
Agawam, Massachusetts 01001  
(Assessor’s Parcel IDs: H10-2-19 & H10-1-4) 
RLA Project File No. 250105 

 
Dear President Sandlin and Councilors:  
 
On behalf of the applicants and property owners, Sergey Dikan and Mikhail Ashlaban, R Levesque 
Associates, Inc. is submitting this Request for Zoning Map Amendment for the above-referenced 
properties and right-of-way in Agawam, Massachusetts.  
 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
 
The subject properties are located south of Mill Street and consist of approximately 6.6 ± acres. 515 Mill 
Street is owned by Sergey Dikan and is recorded in the Hampden County Registry of Deeds under Book 
24346, Page 391. 533 Mill Street is owned by Mikhail Ashlaban and is recorded in the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds under Book 20091, Page 539. Copies of the deed references are included within this 
petition packet under Section 3. According to the Town of Agawam online Assessor’s database, the 
subject properties are split zoned, with the northern portions located within the Residence A-2 (RA-2) 
zoning district. The southern portion of 515 Mill Street is located within the Business B (BB) zoning district. 
The southern portion of 533 Mill Street is located within the Agricultural (AG) zoning district. A Locus 
Map depicting the location and current zoning is included within this petition packet under Section 2. 
 
ZONING MAP AMENDMENT PETITION 
 
The petitioners respectfully request that the Town of Agawam City Council grant the above-referenced 
Zoning Map Amendment under the Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40A Section 5 to amend the 
Town of Agawam Building Zone Map to allow for the entirety of the subject properties and right-of-way  
to be rezoned to the Residence A-2 (RA-2) zoning district, as promulgated under Article III of the local 
zoning regulations.  
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
The proposed zoning amendment is intended to allow for residential development on the site, consistent 
with the character of surrounding uses. The proposed zoning map amendment to Residence A-2 (RA-2) 
would support the applicants’ plan to divide the subject properties for residential use and improve / 
upgrade the existing right-of-way. 
 
STATEMENT OF JUSTIFICATION 
 
Facts to support a finding that the proposed Zoning Map Amendment will be desirable and without 
substantial detriment to the public good: 
 

1. The applicant intends to rezone from a business-oriented zoning district to a residential-
oriented zoning district to allow for future development and improvements at this site. 

2. There is no significant impact to the neighborhood in requesting the proposed Zoning Map 
Amendment as similar residential areas currently exist within the general vicinity of the subject 
properties. 

3. The subject properties are well suited for residential use and have ample space to utilize for 
construction.  

4. The subject properties are located in a primarily residentially utilized neighborhood, and the 
proposed residential use of the site better aligns with the neighborhood than the existing 
allowable business uses.  

5. The subject properties are already partially zoned Residence A-2 (RA-2) and are bound by 
other Residence A-2 (RA-2) zoned properties, therefore the proposed zoning map amendment 
does not constitute spot zoning. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
Understanding the above, the proposed Zoning Map Amendment is not detrimental to the public good 
and does not substantially derogate from the intent of and purpose of the Town of Agawam Zoning 
Ordinance. Based on the foregoing, and all the supplemental information attached, the applicant 
respectfully requests that the Town of Agawam City Council grant the requested Zoning Map Amendment 
under the Town of Agawam Zoning Ordinance to Residence A-2 (RA-2). 
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2.    LOCUS MAP 

(SOURCE: TOWN OF AGAWAM GIS) 
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Locus Map

The information depicted on this map is for planning purposes only.
It is not adequate for legal boundary definition, regulatory 
interpretation, or parcel-level analyses.
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3.   DEED REFERENCES 

(SOURCE: HAMPDEN COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 30 of 50



Page 31 of 50



Page 32 of 50



Page 33 of 50



Page 34 of 50



Page 35 of 50



Page 36 of 50



Page 37 of 50



 
 

 

APPENDIX A: SITE PLAN  

SITE PLAN ENTITLED “PLAN FOR PROPOSED ZONE CHANGE” 

PREPARED FOR SERGEY DIKAN 

PREPARED BY R LEVESQUE ASSOCIATES, INC.  

DATED JANUARY 27, 2026 
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