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City Council 
AGENDA 

Tuesday, February 18, 2025 - 7:00 PM 

Regular Meeting 
Agawam Senior Center 

954 Main Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 

 

A. ROLL CALL 

B. MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

C. CITIZEN'S SPEAK TIME 

D. MINUTES 

 1) Regular Council Meeting – February 3, 2025    

E. DECLARATION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

F. PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS 

 1) TR-2025-14    - A Resolution accepting a Grant from the Massachusetts Executive Office of Public 
Safety and Security and the Department of Fire Services to the Town of Agawam pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53A (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) 

G. ELECTIONS 

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 1) TOR-2025-1 (PH-2025-1)    - An Ordinance to amend Chapter 180 of the Code of the City of 
Agawam regarding zoning enforcement powers and penalties (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) (Two 
Readings Required) (Refer to Legislative Committee) - Public Hearing Date set for March 3, 2025  

 2) TOR-2025-2 (PH-2025-2)    - An Ordinance to amend Chapter 180 of the Code of the City of 
Agawam regarding Accessory Dwelling Units (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) (Two Readings 
Required) (Refer to Legislative Committee) - Public Hearing Date set for March 3, 2025  

 3) ZC-2025-1    - Petition for Zone Change by Calabrese Construction, LLC for property located at 
27Walnut Street; 0 High Street and 17 High Street (Assessor Parcel IDs: J17-1-1; J17-1-3 and J17-
1-5) from the Business A and Industrial A District to the Residence B District (Referred to 
Legislative Committee)  - Public Hearing Date set for March 17, 2025  

I. OLD BUSINESS 
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J. NEW BUSINESS 

 1) TR-2025-15    - A Resolution accepting a Community Planning grant ($135,000.00) from the 
Massachusetts Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities to the Town of Agawam 
pursuant to  Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53A (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)  

 2) TR-2025-16    - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Douglas E. Reed, 10 Shelley Lane, 
Feeding Hills to the Agawam License Commission for a term expiring January 1, 2028 (Sponsored 
by Mayor Johnson)  

 3) TR-2025-17    - A Resolution accepting a donation in the of One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars in 
memory of Sylvia Deliso to the Town of Agawam Cultural Council pursuant to Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53A (Sponsored Mayor Johnson)  

 4) TR-2025-18    - A Resolution accepting a grant in the amount of Twenty-Four Thousand Nine 
Hundred ($24,900.00) Dollars from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Cultural Council 
(Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)  

 5) TO-2025-3    - City Council Voucher ($1340.20) for MMA Trade Show/Connect 351   

 6) TOR-2025-3    - An Ordinance to amend Chapter 180 of the Code of the City of Agawam 
regarding Battery Energy Storage Systems (Two Readings Required) – Refer to Planning Board 
and Legislative Committee – Suggest a Public Hearing Date of April 7, 2025  

 7) TOR-2025-4    - An Ordinance to add Chapter 73 to the Code of the City of Agawam regarding 
outdoor dining (Two readings required)  

K. ANY OTHER MATTER THAT MAY LEGALLY COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL 

L. ADJOURNMENT 

 Please note that this meeting can be viewed live on Channel 15 (standard definition) or Channel 1074 
(high definition) and will also be live-streamed on the town’s website (www.agawam.ma.us) 
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL

Minutes dated February 3, 2025

Council President Sandlin called the meeting to order at 7:00pm at the Agawam Senior Center Veterans Hall.

Item A. Roll Call

ROLL CALL – 11 PRESENT, 0 ABSENT 

Roll Call was taken with the following Councilors present: Edward Borgatti, George, Bitzas, Thomas Hendrickson, 
Dino Mercadante, Robert Rossi, Anthony Russo, Rosemary Sandlin, Gerald Smith, Peter Smus, Anthony Suffriti, and 
Maria Valego.  With eleven present, there was a quorum.  

Item B.  Moment of Silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.  

There was a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Item C. Citizen’s Speak Time

None.

Item D.  Minutes

1. Regular Council Meeting – September 16, 2024   

Motion to approve made all around and seconded by Councilor Valego.  Voice vote unanimous approving the minutes.  

Item E.  Declaration of Council President

Council President Sandlin welcomed Mayor Johnson to provide an update on the High School project.  He talked 
about the first early bids which include the site laydown on the Phase 1 site which is where the first phase is to be 
constructed.  Along with this early bid will be the electrical components, generators, and items with the longest lead 
times; geothermal well drilling which is approximately 165 wells.  The site laydown will be done during April 
vacation.  After that the second early bid will include excavation and foundation with the third early bid expected in 
late summer/early fall for active construction.  The team is meeting with the Planning Board at their first March 
meeting for site plan approval as a courtesy.  They are planning on having an abutters meeting so they can get an idea 
of what to expect.  They expect to lose about one hundred parking spaces with the first site laydown.  Councilor Bitzas 
was happy to see the project moving forward at a good pace.  He asked about safety with windows etc.  Mayor 
Johnson stated that there is a safety consultant on board from the start putting cameras wherever allowed with state of 
the art safety measured in place throughout the school.  Councilor Bitzas asked if the doors would automatically close 
in case of an emergency.  Mayor Johnson confirmed that the doors will lock and close as required by MSBA.  
Councilor Borgatti asked about correcting the lost parking spots.  Mayor Johnson said there would be no additional 
onsite parking.  He stated that principals walk the parking lot daily and confirmed there were 30-40 empty spots so 
realistically only 50-60 spots would be lost.  The school won’t issue new permits for those spots but it is the price of 
progress and they did their best to minimize impacts.  Mayor Johnson provided additional information on the 
schematics of the school.  He showed where the athletic fields will be located and discussed which teams would be 
impacted this spring.  Mayor Johnson provided quite a bit of information for everyone and Council President Sandlin 
thanked him for attending and for keeping the Council updated.
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Item F.  Presentation of Resolutions

1. TR-2025-5 - A Resolution accepting a grant ($3,888.81) from the United States Department of 
Justice and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Office of Public Safety and Security to the 
Town of Agawam pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53A (Sponsored by 
Mayor Johnson)

Motion to approve by Councilor Smith and seconded by Councilor Smus.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the item.

2. TR-2025-6 - A Resolution accepting a grant ($15,600.00) from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection to the Town of Agawam pursuant to Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 44, Section 53A (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)

Motion to approve by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilor Smith.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the item.

3. TR-2025-7 - A Resolution accepting a donation in the amount of Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars 
from Specialty Bolt and Screw, Inc. to the Agawam Senior Center pursuant to Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 44, Section 53A (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Borgatti and seconded by Councilor Smith.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the item.

4. TR-2025-8 - A Resolution accepting a donation in the amount of One Thousand Five Hundred 
($1,500.00) Dollars from Yasmin Adham to the Agawam Senior Center pursuant to Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53A (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Council Vice President Russo.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the item.
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5. TR-2025-9 - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Mary Lee Bertrand, 926 North West 
Street, Feeding Hills to the Agawam Board of Health for a term expiring the first Monday in February, 
2028 (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Bitzas and seconded by Council Vice President Russo.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the item.

6. TR-2025-10 - A Resolution accepting a grant ($20,000.00) from the Commonwealth Of Massachusetts 
State Historical Records Advisory Board to the Town of Agawam pursuant to Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 44, Section 53A (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Smith and seconded by Councilor Rossi.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the item.

7. TR-2025-11 - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Paul A. Jenney, 367 North Westfield 
Street, Feeding Hills to the Agawam Housing Committee to a term expiring on October 1 2027 
(Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)

Motion to approve made by Council Vice President Russo and seconded by Councilor Smith.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the item.

8. TR-2025-12 - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Lori Stickles, 85 Anvil Street, Feeding 
Hills to the Agawam Housing Authority to a term expiring the second Monday in January, 2030 
(Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Bitzas and seconded by Councilor Smith.  

The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the item.

9. TR-2025-13 - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Lori Stickles, 85 Anvil Street, Feeding 
Hills, Ma. to the Community Preservation Act Committee to a term expiring April 30, 2028

Motion to approve made by Councilor Smith and seconded by Councilor Valego.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the item.

Item G.  Elections

None.

Item H.  Public Hearings

1. TOR-2025-1 (PH-2025-1) - An Ordinance to amend Chapter 180 of the Code of the City of 
Agawam regarding zoning enforcement powers and penalties (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) (Two 
Readings Required) (Refer to Legislative Committee) - Public Hearing Date set for March 3, 2025

The Public Hearing Date is set for March 3rd.
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2. TOR-2025-2 (PH-2025-2) - An Ordinance to amend Chapter 180 of the Code of the City of 
Agawam regarding Accessory Dwelling Units (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) (Two Readings Required) 
(Refer to Legislative Committee) - Public Hearing Date set for March 3, 2025

The Public Hearing Date is set for March 3rd.

Item I.  Old Business

None.

Item J.  New Business

1. TR-2025-14 - A Resolution accepting a Grant from the Massachusetts Executive Office of Public 
Safety and Security and the Department of Fire Services to the Town of Agawam pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53A (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)

Next Agenda.

2. ZC-2025-1 - Petition for Zone Change by Calabrese Construction, LLC for property located at 27 
Walnut Street; 0 High Street and 17 High Street (Assessor Parcel IDS: J17-1-1; J17-1-3 and J17-1-5) 
from the Business A and Industrial A district to the Residence B District – Refer to Planning Board for 
Public Hearing – Refer to Legislative Committee – Suggest a Public Hearing Date of March 17, 2025

Officially referred to the Planning Board and Legislative Committee.  Council President Sandlin set the Public Hearing 
for March 17th.

Item L.  Any other matter that may legally come before the City Council 

Councilor Mercadante reported that the solar light near the High School and Curran Jones is not working during school 
hours.  Councilor Borgatti thanked the Mayor for the recent tour of the new police station.  He noted the delays and 
said it was supposed to be done back in August. Mayor Johnson stated that the major reason was supply chain issues 
notably the generator and electronic switch gear as well as a number of issues with subs.  He stated we are all 
frustrated by the inability to get subs and get supply chain issues.  He said this is why with the High School project, we 
are putting in for electrical lead time pieces.  Councilor Borgatti thanked the Mayor for his transparency.  Council 
President Sandlin asked for a moment of silence for the two plane crash victims and their families and asked for 
everyone to keep them in their plans.  She also thanked the Mayor for the information he provided this evening.

Item M.  Adjournment   

Motion to adjourn moved by Councilor Rossi and seconded by Councilor Bitzas.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:47pm.
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