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City Council 
AGENDA 

Tuesday, January 21, 2025 - 6:00 PM 

Regular Meeting 
Agawam Senior Center 

954 Main Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 

 

A. ROLL CALL 

B. MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

C. CITIZEN'S SPEAK TIME 

D. MINUTES 

 1) Regular Council Meeting – January 6, 2025   

E. DECLARATION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

F. PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS 

 1) TR-2025-1    -  A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Michael Cleavall, 411 Garden 
Street,  Agawam to the Agawam Planning Board to a term expiring on January 1, 2030 (Sponsored 
by Mayor  Johnson)  

 2) TR-2025-2    -  A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Dean Godek, 24 Cedar Knoll Drive, 
Feeding Hills to the Agawam Golf Commission to a term expiring on December 31, 2027 
(Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)  

 3) TR-2025-3   - A Resolution accepting a donation in the amount of Five Thousand ($5000.00) 
Dollars from the Town of Agawam Special Police Division to the Whiting Street/Thomas Pyne 
Funds (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)  

 4) TR-2025-4   - A Resolution accepting a donation in the amount of Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars 
from the Town of Agawam Special Police Division to the Town of Agawam Cultural Council 
(Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)  

G. ELECTIONS 

 1) TE-2025-5    - Election of a regular member of the Zoning Board of Appeals with a term expiring 
January 1, 2028   

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
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I. OLD BUSINESS 

 1) TO-2025-1    - An Order granting or renewing a Class 2 Dealer’s LICENSE to Balfour Motors, 
1801  Main Street, Agawam (Clerk) (Referred to Administrative Committee)  

 2) TO-2025-2    - An Order granting or renewing a Class 2 Dealer’s LICENSE to Paul J. LaPointe 
d/b/a The Car Connection, 820 Springfield Street, Agawam (Clerk) (Referred to Administrative 
Committee)  

J. NEW BUSINESS 

 1) TR-2025-5    - A Resolution accepting a grant ($3,888.81) from the United States Department of 
Justice  and the     Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Office of Public Safety and Security 
to the Town of  Agawam pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53A 
(Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)  

 2) TR-2025-6    - A Resolution accepting a grant ($15,600.00) from the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts  Department of Environmental Protection to the Town of Agawam pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws  Chapter 44, Section 53A (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)  

 3) TR-2025-7    - A Resolution accepting a donation in the amount of Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars 
from Specialty Bolt and Screw, Inc. to the Agawam Senior Center pursuant to Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53A (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)  

 4) TR-2025-8    - A Resolution accepting a donation in the amount of One Thousand Five 
Hundred  ($1,500.00) Dollars from Yasmin Adham to the Agawam Senior Center pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53A (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)  

 5) TR-2025-9    - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Mary Lee Bertrand, 926 North West 
Street, Feeding Hills to the Agawam Board of Health for a term expiring the first Monday in 
February, 2028 (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)  

 6) TR-2025-10    - A Resolution accepting a grant ($20,000.00) from the Commonwealth Of 
Massachusetts State Historical Records Advisory Board to the Town of Agawam pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53A (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)  

 7) TR-2025-11    - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Paul A. Jenney, 367 North 
Westfield Street, Feeding Hills to the Agawam Housing Committee to a term expiring on October 1 
2027 (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)  

 8) TR-2025-12    - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Lori Stickles, 85 Anvil Street, 
Feeding Hills to the Agawam Housing Authority to a term expiring the second Monday in January, 
2028 (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)  

 9) TR-2025-13    - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Lori Stickles, 85 Anvil Street, 
Feeding  Hills, Ma. to the Community Preservation Act Committee to a term expiring April 30, 
2028  

 10) TOR-2025-1    - An Ordinance to amend Chapter 180 of the Code of the city of Agawam regarding 
zoning enforcement powers and penalties (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) (Two Readings 
Required) –  Refer to Planning Board – Refer to Legislative Committee – Suggest a Public 
Hearing Date of March 3, 2025 
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 11) TOR-2025-2    - An Ordinance to amend Chapter 180 of the Code of the City of Agawam 
regarding Accessory Dwelling Units (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson) (Two Readings Required) – 
Refer to Planning Board – Refer to Legislative Committee – Suggest a Public Hearing Date of 
March 3, 2025 

K. ANY OTHER MATTER THAT MAY LEGALLY COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL 

L. ADJOURNMENT 

 Please note that this meeting can be viewed live on Channel 15 (standard definition) or Channel 1074 
(high definition) and will also be live-streamed on the town’s website (www.agawam.ma.us) 
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL

Minutes dated January 6, 2025

As most senior member of the City Council, Councilor Smith called the meeting to order at 7:00pm at the Agawam 
Senior Center Veterans Hall.

Item A. Roll Call

ROLL CALL – 11 PRESENT, 0 ABSENT 

Roll Call was taken with the following Councilors present: Edward Borgat
ti, George, Bitzas, Thomas Hendrickson, Dino Mercadante, Robert Rossi, Anthony Russo, Rosemary Sandlin, Gerald 
Smith, Peter Smus, Anthony Suffriti, and Maria Valego.  With eleven present, there was a quorum.  

Item B.  Moment of Silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.  

There was a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Item C. Citizen’s Speak Time

Marie Izzo gave an explanation of the Whiting Street/Thomas Pyne Fund and asked for Council support for TR-2025-
3.  She provided the background of the two funds and noted that applications can be found in the Treasurer’s Office.

Item D.  Minutes

1. Regular Council Meeting – December 16, 2024   

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Council Vice President Russo.  Voice vote 
unanimous approving the minutes.

Item E.  Declaration of Council President

None.

Item F. Presentation of Resolutions

1. TR-2024-71 - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Violet Baldwin, 1245 Main Street, 
Agawam to the Agawam Planning Board to a term expiring on January 1, 2030 (Sponsored by Mayor 
Johnson)

Motion to approve made by Council Vice President Russo and seconded by Councilor Sandlin. 

The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the item.

2. TR-2024-72 - A Resolution accepting a grant in the amount of Six Thousand Nine Hundred Eighty-
Three and 34/100 ($6,983.34) Dollars from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Office of 
Public Safety and Security (Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilor Valego.  

The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the item.
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Item G.  Elections

1. TE-2025-1 - Election of Council President

Councilor Smith opened the floor for nominations.  Councilor Valego placed the name of Rosemary Sandlin into 
nomination which was seconded by Council Vice President Russo.  Councilor Mercadante moved to close nominations 
which was seconded by Councilor Bitzas.

Rosemary Sandlin 11 YES, 0 NO.  Congratulations to Council President Rosemary Sandlin.

2. TE-2025-2 - Election of Council Vice President

Councilor Smith opened the floor for nominations.  Councilor Mercadante placed the name of Anthony Russo into 
nomination which was seconded by Councilor Smus.  Councilor Suffriti moved to close nominations which was 
seconded by Council President Sandlin.

Anthony Russo 11 YES, 0 NO.  Congratulations to Council Vice President Russo.

3. TE-2025-3 - Election of Auditor

Councilor Smith opened the floor for nominations. Council President Sandlin placed the name of Cheryl St. John into 
nomination which was seconded by Councilor Bitzas.  Councilor Mercadante moved to close nominations which was 
seconded by Councilor Valego.

Cheryl St. John 11 YES, 0 NO.  Congratulations to Cheryl St. John.

4. TE-2025-4 - Election of Council Administrative Assistant

Councilor Smith opened the floor for nominations. Council Vice President Russo placed the name of Barbara Bard into 
nomination which was seconded by Councilor Smus.  Several councilors moved to close nominations.

Barbara Bard 11 YES, 0 NO.  Congratulations to Barbara Bard aka Mom.

Item H.  Public Hearings

None.

Item I.  Old Business

1. TOR-2024-12 - An Ordinance to amend Exhibit A of Chapter 49 of the Code of the City of Agawam 
regarding the salary rate for the position Nurse, Substitute (2 of 2 Readings) (Sponsored by Mayor 
Johnson)

Motion to approve the second and final reading made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Council Vice 
President Russo.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the second and final reading.
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2. TO-2024-25 - An Order granting or renewing a Class 2 Dealer’s LICENSE to Auto Point Motors, 
1039 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills (Clerk) (Referred to Administrative Committee)

Motion to approve made by Council Vice President Russo and seconded by Councilor Suffriti.  As Chair of the 
Administrative Committee, Councilor Rossi provided the report stating that all was in order with this application and 
the committee sent a positive recommendation to the Full Council by a vote of 5 Yes, 0 No.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the item.

3. TO-2024-26 - An Order granting or renewing a Class 2 Dealer’s LICENSE to BBB Auto Inc., 266 
Walnut Street, Agawam (Clerk) (Referred to Administrative Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Valego and seconded by Councilor Suffriti.  As Chair of the Administrative 
Committee, Councilor Rossi provided the report stating that the committee sent a positive recommendation to the Full 
Council noting the condition that the number of allowed cars is 34 – even though that is the same number already on 
the Order.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the item.

Item J.  New Business

1. TR-2025-1 -  A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Michael Cleavall, 411 Garden Street, 
Agawam to the Agawam Planning Board to a term expiring on January 1, 2030 (Sponsored by Mayor 
Johnson)

Next Agenda.

2. TR-2025-2 -  A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Dean Godek, 24 Cedar Knoll Drive, 
Feeding Hills to the Agawam Golf Commission to a term expiring on December 31, 2027 (Sponsored by 
Mayor Johnson)

Next Agenda.

3. TR-2025-3 - A Resolution accepting a donation in the amount of Five Thousand ($5000.00) Dollars 
from the Town of Agawam Special Police Division to the Whiting Street/Thomas Pyne Funds 
(Sponsored by Mayor Johnson)

Next Agenda.

4. TR-2025-4 - A Resolution accepting a donation in the amount of Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars 
from the Town of Agawam Special Police Division to the Town of Agawam Cultural Council (Sponsored 
by Mayor Johnson)

Next Agenda.

5. TO-2025-1 - An Order granting or renewing a Class 2 Dealer’s LICENSE to Balfour Motors, 1801 
Main Street, Agawam (Clerk)

Referred to Administrative Committee, next Agenda.

6. TO-2025-2 - An Order granting or renewing a Class 2 Dealer’s LICENSE to Paul J. LaPointe d/b/a 
The Car Connection, 820 Springfield Street, Agawam (Clerk)

Referred to Administrative Committee, next Agenda.
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Item L.  Any other matter that may legally come before the City Council 

Councilor Suffriti congratulated all who were elected and said he looks forward to the new year together.  Councilor 
Mercadante congratulated everyone.  Councilor Bitzas also congratulated everyone and wished everyone a Happy New 
Year.  Council President Sandlin thanked everyone for their continued trust in her and also noted that President Biden 
signed the Social Security Equity Act for all those public employees who will now be able to get their fair share.  This 
is a victory for all who are in public service.  Council Vice President Russo also congratulated everyone and thanked 
all his colleagues for reelecting him noting the great things we did together this past year.  He also wished everyone a 
Happy New Year.  Councilor Smus sent congratulations out and also Happy New Year wishes.  Councilor Borgatti 
was taken by how fast his first year on the Council went and congratulated everyone.  Councilor Valego wished 
everyone a Happy New Year and congratulated all those elected tonight wishing everyone a bright and beautiful New 
Year.  Councilor Hendrickson also congratulated all those reelected and sent Happy New Year wishes to all.  
Councilor Smith closed with congratulations to all.

Item M.  Adjournment   

Motion to adjourn made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilor Suffriti.  Meeting was adjourned at 
7:22pm.
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Two Class 2 Dealer Licenses were also approved TO-2024-25 and TO-2024-26
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